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 The next general membership meeting is September 13 at Murray Breeze home.  This 
is the fourth and last meeting for another fun summer at various member’s homes.  Always 
good food, fun and great friends to break bread with.  Don’t forget to bring your favorite 
beverage and a side to share.
 SAVE THE DATE:  December 8, 2022.  This is our Holiday Party. Lisa has a great 
menu selected for us and we will have music for our listening pleasure.   Lisa is working hard 
to make this a fun event.  The fun will start at Papapolloni Bistro.  As we get closer to the date 
Lisa will update us, so stay tuned. All the work on the outside of the Lodge is completed and 
we are going to start work on the roof..  We will have the carpets cleaned in September. The 
next cleanup weekend is September 23-25 so mark your calendars for the last full weekend in 
September.  As we get closer to the date our Lodge Chairperson will have full details. 
  We now have a backup Lodge Chairperson, Veronica Shaver. If you can not make 
contact with Michelle, here is Veronica’s contact info: shaververonica@gmail.com or you can 
phone her at: 209-543-4871.  Veronica and Michelle will collaborate regarding, issuing keys, 
bed assignments, taking payments for stays at the Lodge as well as sending Bed Assignments 
Sheets to those staying at the Lodge. Hopefully this will make Lodge scheduling, cleanup, and 
communication easier and clearer for all.  
 General meetings are in person, at Fuzio;s in November, the second Tuesday of the 
month.. October 11 is our Membership Meeting and December 8 is the Holiday Party.  Boy we 
have quite the parting to do by the end of the year. Lisa will keep us posted regarding events. 
Michelle keeps us on our toes regarding Lodge use and Maarten is always looking for more 
racers.  Be sure to read their updated articles.
 The member renewal forms have been sent out, try to entice one of your friends to join 
our fun group, we always have room for more.  If you have changed your address, phone 
number or email address let Ellen know so we can keep updated info for contacting you.
 DON’T LET THIS HAPPEN TO YOU, know the area you are hiking in………Lost in the Mist
“I was hurtling toward the crevasse, thinking, ‘You’re finished. You pushed your luck and now 
you’re cooked,'” recalls Sam Black of Vancouver. Luckily, instead of plunging into the blue maw 
of the Brandywine Glacier–and almost certain death–Black skipped across the opening to land on 
the opposite side. But he was still surrounded by crevasse-riddled ice. And lost.
Six days earlier, Black had embarked on what was supposed to be an overnight trek. 
 The backcountry enthusiast planned to challenge his newfound route-finding skills on an 

ambitious, off-trail solo ascent of Brandywine Mountain, in British Columbia’s Coast Mountains.
On Friday night, he hiked to an off-trail campsite on a narrow ridge. The next morning Black opened his tent flaps 
to discover rainy, socked-in conditions; he couldn’t see 30 feet. He knew continuing would be foolhardy.   
 As he attempted to backtrack, Black got hopelessly turned around. The topo map he’d printed on 8.5″x11″ 
office paper turned to pulp in the steady downpour. Without a compass, he was lost at sea. He pitched his tent and 
rode out the storm.
 When Black failed to return on schedule a search was launched, but SAR crews were hampered by low 
clouds. Black attempted on Tuesday and Wednesday to climb to the far side of Brandywine Mountain, where he 
knew a trail led to safety. When the route became technical and slippery, Black stopped to consider his quandary. 
Somehow the dense fog and tricky terrain convinced him to make his biggest mistake yet. Until now he’d stayed off 
the ice, but in his mind, only one option remained. “I believed that traversing the glacier to go west was the only 
exit,” he recalls. 
 No sooner had he taken several tentative steps onto the ice than he lost traction–and went hurtling over the 
crevasse. Spared from death but deeply rattled, Black began picking his way across the glacier’s surface. Before he 
could slip again, a helicopter appeared and whisked him to safety.
               
  Your Prez,
                                                     Sharon



MSC Activities 2022

Activities Update                               
Hello Members!

 You will �nd our calendar of 2022 events that we are planning this year above.  
As the year progresses we will be modifying it so be sure to check it monthly 

and also connect with the event coordinator for speci�cs and to RSVP. 
 Connect to our MSC Facebook page to coordinate ride sharing throughout the ski season.

Thanks,
Lisa Swatman

2nd Vice President -  Activities

                                                                                                      

SEPTEMBER                    September 13                       Summer Potluck at Murray Breeze Home
                   murray@dbreeze.com
                                             September  23-25               Work Weekend at the Lodge
                                                                                                              (Michele Nightengale

OCTOBER                         October 3                              Events Planning Committee 2023 at Lisa’s Home  
                  (Lisa Swatman)
                                             October 15                             Angel Island Bike Ride - 
                                                                                                              (Tom Wolfe)
                                             October 11                            Annual membership meeting and ra�e 
                                                                                                              (Randy and Denise Cook’s man cave) - 
                                                                                                              Taco Truck dinner 

NOVEMBER                     November 8th                      Ski Club Meeting at Fuzio’s
                                                                                                              No host dinner 6pm - Meeting 7pm
                                             November 12th                    Chili & Corn Bread Cook-O� at           
                                                                                                              the “Man Cave” 
                                                                                                              (Randy and Denise Cook)

DECEMBER                      December 8th                      Holiday Dinner Party at Papalloni’s Bistro
                  Dinner, comedy & Music
                                                                                                              (Lisa Swatman)
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MSC Lodge News
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                   TIME TO GET READY FOR WINTER!!
 Work weekend is almost here! You better reserve your spot while there's 
still time.  This year work weekend is September 23rd through the 25th.  Contact 
our Lodge chairpersons Michelle Nightengale ( �������������������������
	�����
or Veronica Shaver ( 209-543-4871 / shaververonica@gmail.com ).  So come on 
up Friday or early Saturday and enjoy the fun seeing old friends and meeting ones. 
  We like to hit the ground running Saturday morning after Michelle makes 
us a large homemade breakfast.  All meals are provided for Saturday and Sunday 
morning.  The lodge will need some deep cleaning and repairs the more help we 
have the faster it will go. 

Tim Hu�on



New way to get around Truckee

 TART Connect 
Summer TART Connect Now- September 5th 

It's simple - just tap, relax and go! 

What is TART Connect 
TART Connect is a FREE and easy way to leave the car behind. TART Connect offers curb-to-curb, on-demand 

service, for any trip within the defined service areas in Truckee and North Lake Tahoe (check app for zones). 

How does TART Connect Work? 
Download the APP, reserve your trip, and you will be picked up in as little as 15 minutes. No app? Just call: 

530-214-5811. 
Truckee TART Connect 

When does Truckee TART Connect Operate? 
Truckee TART Connect service operates 7 days a week from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. 

Where does Truckee TART Connect Operate? 
Truckee TART Connect users can download the TART Connect app and enjoy service in Tahoe Donner, 

Glenshire, the Downtown commercial core, along Donner Pass Road between Downtown and Donner Lake, 
and to the Airport. All rides are FREE to the rider, making the service convenient and accessible to everyone! 

NEW LODGE FAX MACHINE

A new fax machine has been added 
to the Ski lodge. 

The only operating phone now at 
the lodge is on the side of the fax 
machine. 

PLEASE if you use the phone make 
sure that it is replaced in the 
cradle, or we will not be able to 
send the bed list. 





 

Hi, skiers and boarders 
 
 We are getting closer to fall, and we have to start thinking about skiing. 
I hope everybody has their exercise program ready to go.
 
 A few reminders about a few ski trips: our domestic trip to Jackson Hole, 
Wyoming, January 21st-28th,2023, has a few spots available. You can download all 
the information from www.skibac.org.
 
 Our international trip to Zermatt, Switzerland, February25th-March 4th, and 
the extension to Costa del Sol and Mallorca, March 4th-12th is still available. I will 
join the group to Zermatt. Anyone interested, download the sign-up forms from 
www.fwsa.org. You can find flyers for those two trips in the newsletter. 

 BAC is organizing a mini trip to Sun Peaks, British Columbia February 
12th-17th. The sign-ups will start early September. I will forward the information 
as soon it is made public. 
 
 We are planning our third annual cheese and wine event at Blue Zone Sport I 
Truckee, November 5th. We can count on some great discounts on equipment, cloth-
ing and services. I will make up a list of specials at a later date. Stay tuned. 

 The Modesto Ski Club will have a booth again at the So Fest at Cal Expo 
November 18th-20th. I don’t have any details yet but save the dates. There will be 
free lift tickets available, good deals on ski equipment and clothing, and I would like 
for some of you to join me in the booth. 
 
 I will be putting together a race team again this winter.  We need some more 
people to join Jim Ambrosavage, Emily Gahn and I to get a competitive team again. 
Racing is for everybody, all skill levels and all ages. Think it over, I will get some 
details in next month’s Inside Edge. 
 
That’s it for me this month, stay tuned for more information.

 Maarten Vandermeer 
 209-482-2056 
 mavdmeer@comcast.net  
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Lake Tahoe could get clearer over 
next few years due to tiny changes.

By Noah Goldberg
 Lake Tahoe, the world's clearest large lake, could become even 
clearer over the next few years due to changes in its plankton population.  
UC Davis released their annual Lake Tahoe "State of the Lake" report , 
detailing a plunging level of Mysis shrimp, which could increase the clarity 
of the lake. 
 The decrease in Mysis shrimp could increase the clarity of Tahoe's 
water.  Mysis eats the lake's native Daphnia which is eaten by Kokanee 
salmon.  If the Daphnia population grows, the salmon could increase in 
size.  While improved clarity is not a sure bet, scientists are basing their 
predictions on a similar situation in Emerald Bay about a decade ago, 
which resulted in a dramatic increase in clarity.
 The university has been monitoring Lake Tahoe since 1968. The 
clarity of the lake is measured by lowering a 10-inch-wide white disk, 
(a Secchi disk), into the water and marking at what depth the disk remains 
visible. The average depth in 2021 was 61 feet. Regulators have set a 
97-foot 4-inch Secchi depth as the lake's clarity target. 
 Clarity is important because it makes it difficult for invasive species 
to reproduce in the lake. It also lets Tahoe residents drink non-filtered 
water.  2021 also saw a massive growth in floating algae, which is a grow-
ing ecological threat to the lake.
 Scientists also monitor the effect of wildfires on the lake. UC Davis 
noted that phytoplankton in the lake rose up much closer to the surface 
than usual, which could be because of lower levels of sunlight due to 
wildfires. The high levels of phytoplankton at the surface of the lake make 
it more difficult to filter the top water, scientists said.
 Dry conditions led the surface of the lake to drop in 2021, briefly 
falling below its natural rim.  The lake will probably fall below its natural 
rim during 2022, stopping outflow to the Truckee River. Without outflow 
to the Truckee River from Lake Tahoe, rafting on the river would be limit-
ed.  It could also negatively affect already endangered fish. 
 This story originally appeared in Los Angeles Times.





 Modesto Ski Club Membership  
 

Welcome back to Membership in the Modesto Ski Club, now in existence for 85 
years and sustained by its Member Volunteers over several generations. 

 
SKI CLUB MEMBERSHIP INFO 

 
Our Membership Renewal Period runs from your receipt of this email until November 1st. After 
that your Membership Renewal is late. The Membership Year runs from November 1 to October 

31st of the following year. 
A NEW $10 LATE FEE HAS BEEN ADDED FOR MEMBERSHIPS RECEIVED AFTER NOV. 1st  

 
Please take the following steps to renew your MSC Membership: 
 

1.  Returning Members: Return Liability Release Form only with your Membership Dues 
Check to the PO Box listed below. If your personal information in the Ski Club Membership 
Directory has changed please send us an Application Form with your changes. You can 
check your information by going to www.modestoskiclub.com and entering the Member 
Area***  The Member Area password is donnerpass 
 
2.  New Members: Return both the Membership Application and the Liability Release Form 
with your check to the PO Box listed below. Please make sure the Membership Application 
is complete and legible. 
 

Dues are $75 for Singles and $125 for families. If you’re late add the $10 Late Fee. 
Make Checks payable to “Modesto Ski Club”. 

 
Both forms are attached to this email/letter and also available on the website 
www.modestoskiclub.com     The New Member Application is on the Home Page and the 
Liability Form is in the Member Area***. 

 
***Email membership@modestoskiclub.com if you’ve forgotten the password to the Member 
Area within the Club website or have any other questions. 

 
Mailing Address: 

 
Modesto Ski Club 
PO Box 3640  
Modesto, CA 95352 

 
Ellen Rinne 
Membership Modesto Ski Club 
membership@modestoskiclub.com 
 
Rev. 8.22.22 



 Single - $75   Late Single -  $85

Family - $125  Late Family -  $135

Membership year runs 11/1 to 10/31

Dues Due Each October 31 and When Joining
Returning Members:  This form can
be used to update your Member Info
like phone, cells, email, address, etc.

Rev 8.25.21

Application
Check/Money Order
Liability Release

Dues are considered late after Nov 1st.
NEW MEMBERS  need to submit two pages, this Application and

the Liability Release. RETURNING MEMBERS Liability Release only.



 

 

 

Please
initial

 
  1. I (We) ______________________________ and ______________________________ am (are) a member(s) or 

perspective member(s) of the Modesto Ski Club (hereinafter called “Club”).   The Club is an incorporated recreational and social
club comprised of people who participate in a variety of recreational and social activities with an emphasis on sports and related 
activities. 
 
_____ 2.  Parents are responsible to have family members between the ages of 18 and 21 sign their own release of liability forms 
in order to participate in club events and activities. 
 
_____ 3.  I (We) understand that the officers, directors, members and guests of the Club, who organize, facilitate, or gather at 
various places, including the use of their homes for Club related activities, are all volunteers, not professionals and that they are 
neither hired by the Club nor representing themselves to be experts in any matter related to these activities. 
 
_____ 4.  Activities include but are not limited to skiing and snow boarding.  I (we) voluntarily participate in Club activities with 
the personal knowledge that some risks are involved and if I (we) have any disability or illness that may interfere with my (our) 
participation, we do so at our own risk.   My (Our) participation in any Club activities is neither based upon nor dependent upon 
the Club or any Club affiliated person having any knowledge of the activity that I (we) engage in. 
 
_____ 5.  While some activities may involve the consumption of alcoholic beverages, the Club will never purchase or furnish 
alcohol.  If a member or guest consumes any alcoholic beverages, they are solely responsible for injuries to persons or property 
resulting from their use of alcohol.  Ca. Civil Code Sec. 1714 ( c ) says that a social host who furnishes alcoholic beverages to any 
person [over the age of 21] may be held legally accountable for damages suffered by that person, or for injury to the person or 
property of, or death of, any third person, resulting from the consumption of those beverages.  
 
_____ 6.  It is my (our) sole and personal responsibility to judge the suitability or presence or participation in any Club activity 
including but not limited to my (our) physical condition or fitness level needed for the activity.  If I (we) am aware of any pre-
existing condition that might interfere with or impact my (our) participation, I (we) acknowledge that it is my (our) responsibility 
to consult my (our) health care provider and act reasonably and prudently under the circumstances. 
 
_____ 7.  I (we) understand that I (we) am responsible for and take full responsibility for the nature, suitability or condition of any 
equipment used in a Club related activity, regardless of the source of this equipment.  
 
_____ 8.  Therefore, I (we) hereby knowingly and intelligently, expressly and explicitly assume any and all risks associated with 
my (our) participation in Club related activities and agree that I (we), my (our) heirs, legal representatives and assignees do hereby 
agree not to make any claims against the Modesto Ski Club, Officers, organizers and participants of a Club activity or its members 
or guests for any injuries, damages, or any other type of loss, suffering, or claim related to my presence at or participation in a 
Club activity. 
 
_____ 9.  I (We) have carefully read this agreement and fully understand its contents and acknowledge the same by my (our) 
signature ascribed below and my (our) initials by each paragraph above, that I (We) agree to the contents, terms and condition s
described above and sign it of my (our) free will and accord. 
 
 

Print Name No. 1    Signature    Date 
  

Print Name No. 2    Signature    Date 
  

Print Witness Name     Signature    Date 

 Rev. 8.22.22

 
 Family Dues:  $125

Single Dues:     $75

RELEASE OF LIABILITY
MODESTO SKI CLUB

NEW LATE FEE $10 AFTER NOV 1st.
LATE FAMILY $135 LATE SINGLE $85

_____

Return form to: Modesto Ski Club, PO Box 3640, Modesto, CA 95352  





 

 
FWSA Ski Week to 

Jackson Hole 

Wyoming 
January 21-28, 2023 

 

 

 
 

Package includes: 
▪ 7 nights lodging 
▪ Welcome Reception 
▪ Council Dinner 
▪ Giant Slalom Race 
▪ Mountain Picnic 
▪ Banquet, Awards and Dancing 
 
Lift Tickets & Air options: 
▪ IKON tickets purchased from 
skigroup.net to receive a $50 credit link: 
https://go.tripstorm.app/#!/22ikonfwsa 
 
▪ 4-6 Day Group Lift tickets to Jackson Hole 
▪ 1-6 Day Group Lift tickets to Snow King 
▪ BAC Group Air to Jackson Hole from SFO 
 

Lodging Options: 
 
Elk Country Inn (downtown) 
▪ Hotel rooms with 2 Queen beds 
▪ Indoor/outdoor pool, 2 hot tubs, workout facility 
▪ Includes roundtrip shuttle to Teton Village / 
Jackson Hole Ski Resort 
▪ Hot breakfast buffet 
▪ $980 per person, $540 single supplement 
 
Snow King Resort (ski week events held here) 
▪ Pool, hot tubs, workout facility 
▪ $6 for roundtrip to Teton Village / Jackson Hole 
Ski Resort 
▪ Two 3 bdrm condos $1415/per person, $1005 
single     supplement 
Or  
▪ Hotel rooms with 2 queen beds or 1 king bed, 
$1280 per person,  
▪ $870 Single Supplement 
 

 

To reserve your accommodations fill out the BAC Trip Preference & FWSA Registration forms found 
on link: skibac.org.  
 
Mail them along with the $250 initial deposit check made out to BAC Travel to Janet Spencer 112 
Hardy Circle, Pleasant Hill CA 94523. 
 

FWSA CST #20500870-40.  BAC CST #20500870 
 

http://skigroup.net/
https://go.tripstorm.app/#!/22ikonfwsa


FWSA 2023 Int’l Ski Trip to Zermatt, Switzerland 
BASIC Ski Week – Zermatt, Switzerland February 25–March 4, 2023 

(Depart US Feb. 24 and return from Zurich on Mar. 5, 2023 ) 
Opt. Extension Trip: Costa del Sol, So. Spain & Mallorca March 4–12, 2023 

(Depart US Feb. 24 and return from Zurich on Mar. 13, 2023) 

2 Lodging properties to choose from!  
 Approx. hotel costs $2025.00pp - $3459.00pp (dbl. occ.) based on lodging choice [air not incl.] 

Single Supplements are available. 
Zermatt, Switzerland’s best-known ski resort has the highest concentration of mountains 

and glacial ice in the Alps and the most magical and romantic car-free village situated at the foot 
of Switzerland’s most famous landmark: the Matterhorn. It is considered by many true 
mountaineers to be the peak of all peaks. 

You will find a wide range of possibilities for the experienced skier and many wide-open 
groomed runs for the intermediate and beginning skier.  Ski in Switzerland and Italy in one day 
when you ski over the peak to Cervinia.  Combined with the spectacular natural beauty, Zermatt 
is a record-holding destination which includes Europe’s longest ski run with 25km, the highest-
altitude sightseeing platform in the Alps, Europe’s highest-altitude aerial cableway to the 

Matterhorn glacier paradise, Europe’s highest-altitude cogwheel railway in the open air (no tunnels), to the Gornergrat 
at 10,135 feet.  Great trip for the non-skier too! 
Lodging Package includes:  

• Transfer between Zurich Airport & Tasch via private coach, then train transfer via 2nd class rail to Zermatt.
• Round trip luggage transfer of 2 pieces per person between Tasch and Zermatt.
• 7 night’s accommodations at the Hotel Alex or Gornergrat Dorf Hotel
• Basic Zermatt - 1 overnight in Zurich, Mar. 4th; Zermatt & Extension – 2 overnights in Zurich, Mar. 4th & Mar. 12th
• Breakfast daily & 5 nights’ dinner at the hotel you are staying at (2 nights to dine out in Zermatt)
• Multi-lingual guide meeting the FWSA Group Air people upon arrival.
• Wi-Fi in lobby or hotel room depending on lodging property [see lodging options sheet]
• Welcome/Orientation on Feb. 26th at The Hotel Alex
• Après Ski & Farewell events – details to be provided
• Optional day tour - details to be provided

So. Spain – Costa del Sol & Mallorca Extension 
March 5 to12 , 2023 

(Overnight in Zurich hotel on Mar. 4th and Mar. 12th return flight to U.S. on Mar. 13, 2023)
Approx. $1810.00pp (dbl. occ.) or $2738.00pp Single Supp.
Trip includes: 

• If using FWSA Group Air – price DOES include flight from Malaga to Mallorca
• All airport ground transfers for both weeks
• 4 nights at the 4 Star Melia Costa del Sol in Torremolinos or similar
• 3 nights at the 4 Star Melia Palma Bay Hotel in Mallorca or similar
• English speaking tour escort/manager for entire tour
• Breakfast daily
• Day excursions – details to be provided
• Full city day tours including the Alhambra Palace in Granada, city tour in Ronda, free time, Palma city tour…and more

➢ All Prices are based on current exchange rates and subject to change.
➢ Stand Alone So. SPAIN ONLY – NO Zermatt trip is available.  Contact Debbie Stewart for details and pricing.

Make checks out to: Far West Ski Association (FWSA). Please reference “FWSA 2023 Zermatt Int’l Trip” on each check. 

Send to: Debbie Stewart 
FWSA VP of Int’l Travel 
430 S. Church St. 
Visalia, CA  93277 

For more information contact:  Debbie Stewart at FWSAIntlTrvl@prodigy.net  or cell: 559/737-0882  
CST # 2036983-40 



FWSA International Ski Week - Zermatt, Switzerland 
February 25 - 4 March, 2023 

Hotel Lodging Options and Pricing  

Estimated Transportation Price on Lufthansa Air – SFO or LAX = approx. $1050.00pp 
Transportation details with deviations = Fresno, San Diego, Phoenix, Portland & Las Vegas on Signup Form 

Lodging Option Availability/Options Category Price 

Gornergrat Dorf Standard Room,  
Double Occupancy 

*** $2025.00 
(7 rooms) 

Deluxe Room,  
Double Occupancy 

*** $2159.00 
(13 rooms) 

Single Supplement Room 

*** $2,384.00 
(5 rooms) 

Centrally located in Zermatt, near train station and ski lifts.  This property offers a nice 
and clean, “minimum-frills” property with a great value for the cost-conscience 
traveler. 

This hotel enjoys a long tradition, a cozy and convivial atmosphere.  On site dining 
room features delicious specialties; cozy modern bistro bar offers libations. Sauna and 
Spa on premises.  Wi-Fi in the Lobby. 
www.gornergrat.com 

Hotel Alex 
Classic Room, 

Double Occupancy 
**** $2,705.00 pp 

(10 rooms) 
Single Supplement 

Room **** 
$2955.00 pp 

(5 rooms) 
Deluxe Room, 

Double Occupancy **** $3090.00 pp 
(10 rooms) 

Jr. Suite 

Double Occupancy 
**** $3459.00 pp 

(4 rooms) 
Suite 

Double Occupancy **** $4,515.00 pp 
(1 room) 

Located in the center of town, this family-owned hotel combines the modern and the 

traditional in an exciting world of experiences that is full of surprises.  Their 

traditional log-cabin exterior conceals modern bedrooms and luxury suites, and their 

culinary delights are amazing!  Wi-Fi in rooms & lobby.  2019 Michelin Star 

Restaurant. 

Set only a couple of minutes’ drive from The Matterhorn Mountain, Resort Hotel Alex 

Zermatt offers boutique accommodation with a sauna, a terrace, and a heated 

swimming pool. You will be 2.7 km from Sunnegga-Blauherd and 2.7 km from 

Sunnegga Mountain. 

Situated in the very heart of Zermatt, in a shopping area, and the city centre is a 5-

minute walk away and Zermatt rail station is 230 meters from the hotel. 

http://alex.hotelszermatt365.com/en/    

http://alex.hotelszermatt365.com/en/
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