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HELLO FELLOW CLUB MEMBERS: It’s snow kidding. It’s snow joke.  It’s a 

snow drought!   
 Yup, just like in the old Western movies, except set on any number of ski slopes.  Sun beating down 
mercilessly, bleached cow bones scattered about.  Desperate skiers and snow boarders with parched lips 
wondering around, hands to their throats, croaking “Snow! Must have snow!”  Distressed ladies in blue 
gingham (snow suits) looking pleadingly at the sky with worried expressions.  Not the sort of thing you normally 

expect to see at Squaw or Alpine. 
 But that seems to be what we are stuck with.  Pull up the snow reports for any of the Tahoe resorts and all 
you see if a line of zeros, with high temps into the 50s and even 60s.  You can almost hear the base flowing down 
the mountain on the internet.  The only ones who think skiing conditions are “good” are in the marketing 
department. 
 With the snow pack at 50% or less of normal, the guys who snowshoe out to measure the snow pack in the 
spring practically got lost looking for it this time.  “Where is that dang snow pack, it was here a minute ago,” 
they were heard to mumble.  The government drought portal dryly states on their web site that the Sierra 
Nevadas have the “lowest SWE percent of median at the HUC-6 river basin scale in the lower 48.” Just think of 
it- the WHOLE HUC-6! (Whatever that means….)  I interpret this to mean that there just ain’t squat for snow out 
there. 
 The National Geographic says that for the rest of the century this will be the rule rather than the 
exception.  Bad snow years will come in pairs.  We may even have to start putting snow in snow museums so 
we can take our kids to see it to remember what it looked like.  The Sacramento Bee says we should be worried 
about wild fires.  Ha!  We should be worried about how we are going to ski and board!  That’s the priority! 
 This problem is not limited to the US either.  The Japan Times reports that Japan’s ski resorts are suffering 
through the single worst snow season on record ever.  In Nagano, skiers are forced to dodge wide patches of 
grass on their way down the slopes.  Areas where there is usually 2 meters of snow by now are brown and 
bare.  Children wander the empty slops with their fathers staring forlornly at the patchy snow.  With China, 
Taiwan, and Hong Kong relying on Japan to provide fresh deep powder, disgraced resort managers are 
threatening to commit seppuku with ski poles on the barren slopes. It’s not a pretty sight. 
 I believe that the whole problem is that Congress is just not taking this whole climate change thing seriously 
enough.  Perhaps we ought to just take 
the whole congressional delegation, 
House and Senate, and stick them on skis 
or boards, drop them off at the top of K2, 
and push them down the slope.  Let them 
see what it’s like to dodge rocks, dirt and 
grass!  Maybe then they’ll understand 
what a crisis the environment is facing! 
  That being said, a number of us just 
got back from the BAC trip to Utah, where 

we skied at Snowbird, Alta, and Solitude.  The snow was 
actually great, and we enjoyed the sun and blue bird sky!  No 
complaints about global warming there! 
 
 Yours in skiing, 
  Don Shaver, President 
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Wow! What happened to winter??? Well as you can guess 
the Lodge use has been less in February and March since the 
snow and rain weather patterns have not been in our favor 
for the ski resorts or water storage this summer. 

Please be sure to stay home if you are sick.  Don’t bring your 
cold or flu to the Lodge!! This Corona Virus is something to respect.  Be sure to clean up 
and disinfect areas that you use at the Lodge.  We sure don’t want to have anyone get 
sick on a visit. 

Just a reminder that when you arrive late at night and all the other members and guests 
are sleeping be QUIET!!  Don’t slam doors and have really loud conversations.  Be 
respectful of the “QUIET TIME” after 10:00PM PLEASE.  I have had several members tell 
me that late arrival guests have been too loud and are waking up the sleeping members 
and guests. 

Remember that April 30, 2020 WINTER KEYS will be due back to me.  Be sure to make 
arrangements to mail them back to my home address or give 
them to me at the MAY 12 general meeting. If I have not 
received your key or and payment to extend the key for summer 
use, I will implement the FINE for keys not returned. 

The best way to make a reservation is by email.  Here is my email address again. 
mnighte@aol.com.  This allows me the ability to respond immediately, plus it date and 
time stamps your request.  Any reservations that come to me from a different method 
please give me 24 hours to respond.  So for quicker response always email me. 

 

Michelle Nightengale, Lodge Chairperson 
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General Meeting 
 

March , Tuesday the 10th 
Fuzios- 7:00- Come early for dinner, drinks and fellowship. 

Paul Van Nes- 1st VP 
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Hello Fellow Ski Bums: 

I, ALREADY , have a few changes to the Tentative Meeting and Activity List.  Yes, now you know 
why it is called a tentative list.  It really is a living, breathing thing. 

Kirkwood Ski Day hosted by Richard Ulm on March 28, 2020 has a revised date.  Be sure to use this 
email address to make your reservations for this fun ski day.  There is a ski in and out area at his 
condo and a warm up area, hot coffee and lunch at the end of the day.  Now doesn’t that sound 
like fun?  It sure does! 

April 11, 2020 is the Train to Lodi Wine Tasting.  Bernie has made several trips to Lodi to taste the 
fine wines.  He has scouted out a few nice wine tasting rooms close to the train depot in the 
downtown area.  Final details are: Meet at the Modesto Amtrak station at 1700 Held Dr. Train 
leaves at 10:03 am and arrives in Lodi at 10:52.  Plenty of tasting rooms in the downtown area, 
mere steps from the train station.  Restaurants are scattered around the downtown area but close 
to the tasting rooms.  See the flyer for more information.  Contact Bernie Fairfield at 209-485-0453 
or email: bvfsrw@gmail.com  

Then on April 24-26, 2020 plan a fun weekend at the Lodge, plenty of good company, good food 
and great exercise, yes it is time for the annual work weekend at the Lodge.  Contact Michelle 
Nightingale if you want to join in and help.  Michelle contact:  mnighte@aol.com or call her at 
(209) 649-7113. 

May 12, 2020 Bowling at McHenry Bowl and pot luck dinner hosted by Ed Ciszek sounds like a lot 
of fun.  Make your reservations with Ed at: ericzek@comcast.net or phone him at 209 652-3477 

June 9, 2020 Summer Meeting/Pot Luck hosted by Sharon Wolinski promises to be a fun time.  We 
have bocci ball and a bean toss game to entertain as well as all our fun members.  Be sure to mark 
your calendars. 

I know this is a really heads up, but the June 18, 2020 Picnic in Graceada Park has been 
cancelled.  Sorry to say you happy picnic folks will have to make the annual fun event at the park 
on your own.  Be sure to pack that extra bottle of wine. 

This year is starting out with a really fun filled calendar.  Be sure to mark your calendar so you 
don’t miss out on the fun.   

    -Sharon Wolinski      Second VP 

 MSC Activities 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:mnighte@aol.com
mailto:ericzek@comcast.net


5 
 

 

Revised : 12/25/20 
ACTIVITIES FOR 2020  

   

 

3/28 

Kirkwood Ski Day, Hosted by Rich Ulm 

(209) 765-8625 rulm1955@aol.com     REVISED DATE 

   

 

4/11 

Train to Lodi Wine Tasting, Hosted by Bernie Fairfield 
(209) 485-0453 bvfsrw@gmail.com 

   

 

4/24 
to 

4/26 

Work Weekend at MSC Lodge. Call Michelle Nightingale 
(209) 649-7113 mnighte@aol.com 

   

 

5/12 
Bowling at McHenry Bowl and pot luck dinner, Hosted by Ed Ciszek 
(209) 652-3477 erciszek@comcast.net 

   

 

5/16 
Shrimp Feed at the Lodge, Hosted by Kathy Teem 
(209) 988-3308 skinow2@officeninja.org 

 
 

 

 

6/9 Summer Meeting/Pot Luck Hosted by Sharon Wolinski 
(209) 262-8128 srwbvf@gmail.com 

 
 

 

 

6/18 Picnic in Graceada Park,      CANCELLED 

Hosted by Kim Ruth(209) 543-2784 mimikim78.km@gmail.com 

 
 

 

 

6/27 Music Jam Session at the Lodge/Bike Ride, Hosted by Rob Orr 
(209) 402-1956 roborr@sbcglobal.net 

 
   

 

7/14 

Summer Meeting/Pot Luck, Hosted by Dave Garcez 
(209) 324-9823 garcez@pacbell.net 

 

7/18 
Modesto Ski Club Luau, Hosted by Rob Orr and Ron & Pam Allen  
(209) 402-1956 roborr@sbcglobal.net 

    

 

8/11 

Summer Meeting/PotLuck, Hosted by Robert & Eileen Riedel 
(209) 988-4484        b.riedel@sbcglobal.net 

 
 

 

 

8/15 Wine Tasting/Sharing Party, Hosted by Sharon Wolinski 
(209) 262-8128 srwbvf@gmail.com 

   

mailto:rulm1955@aol.com
mailto:mimikim78.km@gmail.com
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9/8 
Summer Meeting/Pot Luck, Hosted by Judy & Bill Hambre 
(209) 844-6341 hamrejudy@comcast.net 

 
 

 

 

9/19 SF City Tour and BBQ, Hosted by Norm Azavedo 
(925) 451-2727 nazevedo@sbcglobal.net 

 
 

 

 

9/25 
to 
9/27 

Work Weekend at MSC Lodge. Call Michelle Nightingale 
(209) 649-7113 mnighte@aol.com 

   

 10/13 
Membership Meeting at the Man Cave, Hosted by Denise Cook 
(209) 526-3772 drjenks56@yahoo.com 

   

 

10/17 Angle Island Bike Ride, Hosted by Doug Ball 

(209) 481-2642 dwball237@att.net 

 
 

 

 

11/14 Chili Cook Off at the Man Cave, Hosted by Randy and Denise Cook 
(209) 526-3772 drjenks56@yahoo.com 

 
 

 

 

12/10 Holiday Dinner TBD 

   

   

 
  

 
 

Far West Ski Association & Bay Area Council 

For our skiers, boarders and other travelers: 

Two bike and barge trips in Italy are scheduled for August 2020. Chuck and Linda Hennings went on that trip in 
the past and loved it. As soon as we have more info we will share it or feel free to contact Gail Burns.  

-Maarten Vandermeer- BAC rep.  
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Race schedule for 2020 

February 7   TBD    Clinic  

February 8   Sugar Bowl   Slalom  

February 9   Sugar Bowl   Slalom  

March 6   Heavenly   Clinic  

March 7   Heavenly   Slalom  

March 8   Heavenly   Giant Slalom  

March 14   Mammoth   Southern Cal. Race optional  

April 3-5   Mammoth   Far West Championships  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 MSC Race News 2019-2020 
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Hi skiers, 

We are in March already and the snowstorms are still MIA. I have been skiing at Squaw 
Valley and Sugar Bowl the last few weeks and the coverage is still pretty good, but we need 
more snow fast or we will be playing golf in a few weeks. We had our ski day at Kirkwood this 
last Monday (the 2nd) hosted by Richard Ulm. We were looking forward to some fresh powder 
skiing but that was not to be. There were wind gusts over 100 miles per hour and the result 
was limited lift operations; one lift in the morning and two lifts in the afternoon. So, we spend 
a lot of time in Rich’s condo. With seventeen people it was nice and cozy, but the food was 
fantastic (great job, Rich) and so was the company. It is difficult to plan events in the winter, 
but we learn to make the best out of every situation.  

Some BAC news: The board nominated Don and Veronica Shaver MSC man and woman of 
the year. Don served three years as our president and as a board member I know what a 
wonder full job he has done. Veronica stepped up last summer and, with a lot of help, of 
course, organized a very successful fund raiser for our lodge. It was a great event and they 
raised a lot of money. Don, veronica, Camille and I joined other honorees to a dinner 
organized by Bay Area Council. The BAC board will decide who will represent the Bay Area 
at the Far West convention in Portland and compete for Far West man and woman of the 
year. Go Don and Veronica.  

Speaking of the convention: It will be held in Portland May 28th till the 31st at the Red Lion 
Hotel on the river at Jantzen Beach. We always enjoy all the special events, seminars and 
meeting all our friend every year. If you are interested in joining us, go to the Far West 
website at fwsa.org and find out everything there is to know. This website and skibac.org are 
loaded with information about US travel and foreign trips. We have a lot of exciting activities 
coming up.  

Our racing season is stumbling along. We have had a cancelation because of wind at Sugar 
Bowl and next week we lose a Giant Slalom race due to not enough snow. We will have a 
Slalom race at Heavenly next Saturday and hopefully a make-up race March 28th. James 
Ambrosavage has been racking up points and Nathan Gahn has been skiing in his handicap 
as well. I raced a Giant Slalom at our ski trip to Big Sky and won plus a strike plus a bump. I 
made it up to three super vets. The nice thing about that is that I get to run the upper course 
which is a bit more challenging. Make sure you keep doing those snow dances and hopefully 
they start working.  

See you on the slopes, 

Maarten Vandermeer. 
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RIDE THE RAILS WITH THE MODESTO SKI CLUB HOBOS 

 
 

WHEN:  SATURDAY APRIL 11,2020 
WHERE: FROM MODESTO AMTRACK STATION TO LODI AND BACK BY AMTRACK 

WHY: WHY NOT??!!                   COST: APPROXIMATELY $24 ROUND TRIP  
PURPOSE:   FUN, FROLICK AND WINE TASTING 

LEAVE MODESTO AT 10:03 AM AND ARRIVE LODI 10:52 ON TRAIN 701 
1700 HELD DRIVE, MODESTO 

LEAVE LODI AT 6:40 PM AND ARRIVE MODESTO AT 7:54 ON TRAIN 704 
24 SOUTH SACRAMENTO STREET, LODI 

                                                                               

 
 

ARRIVE 45 MINUTES BEFORE DEPARTURE IF YOU HAVE BAGGAGE (BIKES) 
TRAINS HAVE A LIMITED NUMBER OF BIKE RACKS FOR CARRYING UNBOXED BIKES-FIRST 

COME FIRST SERVED AND NO COST. 
 

NO ATMS, NO ELEVATORS, NO WIFI BUT THERE ARE QUICK-TRAK KIOSKS, RESTROOMS 
AND VENDING MACHINES AT MOST AMTRAK STATIONS 

PLENTY OF RESTAURANTS AND WINE TASTING ROOMS, BUT THERE IS A CHARGE FOR 
TASTINGS IN LODI 
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 March 2020  
3/1 3/2 

 
 

3/3 
 

Happy 
Birthday! 

Eric Kramer 
 

HAPPY 
ELECTIONS 

DAY 

¾ 3/5 3/6 3/7 

3/8 
 

Happy Birthday! 
Pat Moody 

 

3/9 3/10 
 

Monthly 
Member 
Meeting 

 
Fuzios 7:00 

 

3/11 3/12 
 

Happy Birthday! 
James Rogowski 
Marlene Hutton 

 

 

3/13 3/14 

3/15 
 

Happy Birthday! 
David Strong 

3/16 3/17 
 

Happy 
Birthday! 

Melissa Farrell 

3/18 
 

Happy 
Birthday! 

Daniel Trozak 
Ron Allen 

 

3/19 3/20 
 

Happy 
Birthday! 

Alan Stender 

3/21 
 

3/22 3/23 
 

3/24 
 

Happy 
Birthday! 
Tasha Ball 

Adyth Little 

3/25 

 
3/26 3/27 

 
Happy 

Birthday! 
Tammie 

Vandenburg 

3/28 
 

Kirkwood 
Ski Day 

3/29 3/30 
 

Happy 
Birthday! 

Maxine Binn 
Merriman 

3/31 
 

Happy 
Birthday! 

Henry 
Colombo 

 

4/1 4/2 4/3 4/4 
 

Happy 
Birthday! 

Bryan Sparks 
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Current MSC Board 

 

President - Don Shaver 

First Vice President / Programs – Paul VanNes 

Second Vice President / Activities – Sharon Wolinski 

Secretary – Kimberly Moss 

Treasurer – Linda Henning 

Lodge Director - Michelle Nightengale 

Membership - Allan & Pat Ramsay 

Newsletter Editor – Emiley Poisson 

Lodge Trustee - Tim Hutton 

Ski Chairperson - Maarten Vandermeer 

BAC Rep - Maarten Vandermeer 

Web Master / Public Relations - Murray Breeze 

Historian - Rob Orr 

Past President - Chuck Hennings 

 
 

MODESTO SKI CLUB  
WWW.MODESTOSKICLUB.COM  

P.O. Box 3640 

Modesto, California  95352 

http://www.modestoskiclub.com/
http://www.modestoskiclub.com/

