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HELLO FELLOW CLUB MEMBERS: The holidays are on us!  Since we were abandoned 
by our children and grandchildren on Thanksgiving, we decided to celebrate the holiday in 
the only way appropriate under those circumstances: we went up to the Lodge to celebrate 
opening day at Northstar.  Squaw had already had its supposed opening day a week earlier, 
but that didn’t really count.  Every slope tries to be the first to open each season, but as far 
as I’m concerned, if all they have open is the bunny hill, well, that’s not worth 5 hours on I-
80 and $130 to me, so that can’t really be considered “open”. That’s what I call a “phony 

open”.  
  

So in my opinion, Northstar was the first hill open on the north shore this season.  They had 
the Vista chair running with a nice intermediate run down from the top.  Of course, I probably 
wouldn’t think twice about taking this run during the regular season, but for a Thanksgiving opening 
run, it was stellar!   We were thrilled being outside in the snow; it felt great to be sliding again.  And 
as an extra added bonus, our muscles were actually sore the next day! 
 

One of the downsides of an opening day ski adventure is that the otherwise cordial and 
friendly ski patrol tend to be a little grouchy.  Of course, you have to remember, by the time you 
are getting out on the slope, they have already been at work for a few hours, toting bundles of 
bamboo around on their shoulders to mark closed runs and out of bounds, wading through deep 
snow to put up tower pads, and all the  other tasks important to get things up and running on the 
first day.  So if you stop a patroller to ask him or her where the “Curly, Moe & Larry run” (for 
instance) is and they tell you to go find it yourself and leave them alone, have a little compassion 
and understanding for them- they deserve it. 
 

The most disappointing thing about opening day at 
Northstar was the appearance of parking pass dispensers (just 
like the ones on main street in Truckee) all along the yellow 
lots A thru K.  Yup, you are going to have to buy a parking pass 
from the machine to park there this year- $10 on weekdays 
and $20 on weekends.  Anything to make a buck, I guess.  At 
least they haven’t installed pay toilets at the Big Springs Lodge 
or at the Summit restaurant on the top of the mountain 
yet.  That will be something to look forward to.  Or maybe they 
will not only charge you to get on the gondola, but also to get 
off.  Another brilliant corporate idea.   
 

They were, however, giving away free breakfast burritos 
for the first hour or so as you got off the gondola, perhaps in 

order to ease the sting of paying for previously free parking.  I’m not sure that will make many people feel 
better about paying the required $20.  As for me, I plan to make up for it by drinking as much champaign as I 
can at the regular 2:00 Tost on East Ridge.  That’ll show ‘em. 
 

   Yours in skiing, 
    Don Shaver, President        theprez.modestoskiclub@gmail.com 
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MODESTO SKI 

CLUB LODGE NEWS  

Yay!! It is snowing in the Sierras. Talk about a snow filled Thanksgiving 
Holiday.  These early storms have brought the travel challenges out for sure.  Be sure to 
travel with extra water, food, blankets and patience.   

The Lodge is ready for the winter use!  If you have a Year Key Pass and have not 
yet paid for the Key, please get payment to me ASAP.  The Year key is $210.00.  If you 
are a current Year Key Pass holder and you have not paid, the key you have will not 
work in the locks.  The keys were changed during the September 2019 work weekend.  
You will need to see me at a meeting or make arrangements to stop by to exchange 
your non-working key for one that will work in the current lock set. If you are wanting 
just a Winter Key Pass that is $155.00.  Contact me via email to set up a time if needed. 
mnighte@aol.com 

Since we have snow now to deal with at the Lodge, be aware of the snowplow.  If 
you leave your car parked in the lot by the lodge and snow has fallen, be sure to move 
your car to allow the plow to clean our lot during your stay.  One other safety factor is 
to be sure to use the snow shovels to create clear path to front door.  Do your part 
when staying by removing snow from the doorways and deck areas. 

General housekeeping.  Always leave the lodge as if you are the next staying 
guest or member!! Do not leave any perishable food in cupboards, refrigerator or 
counter.  Take or throw out any perishable food, please don’t assume if you leave it 

someone will just eat it.  Be sure to run the garbage disposals before you 
leave the lodge. No one wants to visit after food has been left to compost in 
the garbage disposals. Be sure to always clean up after you have used the 
common areas.  Please do not use the vacuum cleaner when cleaning the 
fireplace or that area.  The ashes ruin the vacuum cleaners!! 

To make a reservation please use my email address which is 
mnighte@aol.com. 

Michelle Nightengale 

Lodge Chairperson 
 

mailto:mnighte@aol.com
mailto:mnighte@aol.com
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General Meeting 
 

Due to the Christmas party, we will not be having a general meeting in 
December. There will be a meeting in January. 

Merry Christmas fellow skiers! 
-Paul VanNes 

First VP 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pat and I would like to thank you all for your efforts getting your 

Memberships in on a timely basis. We have only a handful of late comers. If 

you remember my past reference to “The List” of late applicators it’s darn 

short, a credit to the Ski Club Members’ appreciation of the volunteers who 

conduct the Ski Club’s business. We are around 210 members plus or minus 

some peoples’ final decisions whether or not to rejoin. If you think of any 

changes to your information we have in our database (phone, address, 

email, etc.) be sure to send us a note (membership@modestoskiclub.com). 

We’ll wait a couple of more weeks and then post our latest Membership 

Roster to the web site. 

 

Pat and Allan Ramsay - Membership MSC” 

  

MEMBERSHIP ANNOUNCEMENT 

 

mailto:membership@modestoskiclub.com
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Hello Fellow Ski Bums: 

Well our activities for this seem to be winding down.  We only have one more activity for 

2019.   This doesn’t mean we are finished having fun, just that the holidays are fast 
approaching.  

If you have any fun ideas to share, please let me know.  My activity calendar is slowly evolving 
some pluses and some minuses.  So far, we have a tentative calendar filled with some new 
activities train to Lodi Wine Tasting, Shrimp Feed, Angel Island Bike Ride and the San 
Francisco City Tour. 

Don’t forget our last fun event of the year.  It promises to be quite the social soiree.  We have 
a much smaller group this year, but it will be fun. 

December 12, 2019 – Holiday Dinner at Toscana’s in Turlock.  Come join in the fun, 

festivities and food at our Holiday dinner party on Thursday, December 12th, 1801 Colorado 

Ave. Turlock at 6:00 pm.  Dinner at 7:00 pm and games to follow.  Bring your own wine for a 

corkage fee of $5.00.  All this fun for $45.00 per person.  Your check is your reservation. 

   

-Sharon Wolinski 

Second VP 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Final ACTIVITIES FOR 2019  

    

 12-Dec Holiday Dinner Dance/Tocanas in Turlock, Hosted by Sharon Wolinski   

  (209) 262-8128 srwbvf@gmail.com  

    

    

 MSC Activities 2019 
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Far West Ski Association & Bay Area Council 

For our skiers, boarders and other travelers: 

Some news from the BAC. We are going to Big Sky! The Far West North America trip in January 2020 is going to 
Big Sky, Montana. We went there a few times before and it is one of my favorite resorts. But at this time there is only 
one spot available for a single male to share a room at the Summit lodge. Anybody interested, contact BAC travel 
director, Gail Burns at gailb3098@gmail.com. Gail also has a waiting list for people interested. BAC has a mini trip to 
Salt Lake City February 19th-23rd. That trip is also sold out and has a waiting list. Information about future trips can be 
found on BAC website: www.skibac.org. Two bike and barge trips in Italy are scheduled for August 2020. Chuck and 
Linda Hennings went on that trip in the past and loved it. As soon as we have more info we will share it or feel free to 
contact Gail Burns.  

-Maarten Vandermeer- BAC rep.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

Race schedule for 2020 

January 10   Alpine Meadows Clinic  

January 11  Alpine Meadows  Giant Slalom  

January 12   Alpine Meadows  Giant slalom  

February 7   TBD    Clinic  

February 8   Sugar Bowl   Slalom  

February 9   Sugar Bowl   Slalom  

March 6   Heavenly   Clinic  

March 7   Heavenly   Slalom  

March 8   Heavenly   Giant Slalom  

March 14   Mammoth   Southern Cal. Race optional  

April 3-5   Mammoth   Far West Championships  

 MSC Race News 2019-2020 
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Hi, Racers and Want-to-be Racers,  

Our snow dances have been successful, so now it is time to tune and wax 
our skis, get our ski clothes out of the moth balls, clear the spiderwebs out of our 
boots and helmets get to the mountains. We held our race league meeting a few 
weeks ago. Due to the declining numbers of racers we have been losing some 
money the last few years. We hope with a good start of the ski season we will get 
some more people interested in racing again.   

Why are we so enthusiastic about racing? There are many reasons. It is a 
great way to meet people from all over the Bay Area, Sacramento, Tahoe and 
Reno. I am lucky to be able to ski a lot and I always run into people I know from 
our league. Racing also improve your skiing a lot. No matter what level skier (or 
boarder) you are, we have a class of racers of your ability. As racers we get lift 
tickets at a real discount; most ski resorts in the 50-60 dollars range. And you get 
to hang out with teammates from the Modesto Ski Club. How many chances do 
you get to share the lodge with racers like Dick Shawkey, Chuck and Linda 
Hennings, Tim Hutton, etc., etc. And of course, our returning racer fresh from the 
College of Idaho race team, Emily Gahn.  

To sign up for our 2019 season, go to our website, olrc.org. and go to the 
registration page. The fee for adults is $125 and for Juniors $40 If you are a new 
racer you have to purchase a bib for $20. Please pay by check, made out to the 
Modesto Ski club and get it to me by January 10th. All racers make sure you make 
reservations for the lodge by email to Michelle Nightingale and confirm your 
reservation the week before the race. And when we use the lodge the same rules 
apply about leaving the lodge clean and ready for the next members. I hope 
many of you will decide to join us for the coming season.  

Your race director, Maarten Vandermeer. 209-482-2056 
mavdmeer@comcast.net P.O. Box 1341 Lockeford, CA 95237  
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NAME THESE SKI BUMS! 

 
1. Who are these people? 

2. When was it taken and where?   

3. What was the activity that this picture depicts. 

Please submit your answers to Greg DeBree h2owanderer@aol.com 

(This new addition to the newsletter will lead to Greg making a coffee table book of past members and activities to be placed at the lodge for 

perusal). 

mailto:h2owanderer@aol.com
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ROB SAYS:  Check your equipment prior to 

ski season……. 
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 December 2019  
12/1 12/2 

 
Happy 

Birthday! 
Greg Debree 

12/3 12/4 12/5 12/6 
 

Happy 
Birthday! 

Kent During 

12/7 
 

Happy 
Birthday! 

Kathy McCaskill 
Teem 

12/8 
 

12/9 
 

Happy 
Birthday! 

Sunny Nye 

12/10 12/11 12/12 
 

Happy Birthday! 
Lisa Swatman 

 
HOLIDAY 
DINNER! 
5:45 pm 

 

12/13 
 

Happy 
Birthday! 

Brent Gilbreath 

12/14 
 
 

12/15 12/16 12/17 
 
 

12/18 
 

Happy 
Birthday! 

Walter Kawecki 
 

12/19 
 

Happy Birthday! 
Ryan 

Vandenburg 

12/20 
 

Happy 
Birthday! 

Gloria Bracco 
Carol Anderson 

12/21 
 

Happy 
Birthday! 

Debra Clover 
John Clark 

 

12/22 12/23 
 

Happy 
Birthday! 

Victor 
Yamamoto 
John Hover 

 

12/24 12/25 
 

Merry 
Christmas! 

12/26 12/27 
 

Happy 
Birthday! 

Victor 
Vandenburg 

Rudy 
Fulhendorf 

12/28 
 

Cheryl Bonani 

12/29 
 

12/30 12/31 01/1 
 

HAPPY 
NEW 

YEAR!!!! 

01/2 01/3 01/4 
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Current MSC Board 

 

President - Don Shaver 

First Vice President / Programs – Paul VanNes 

Second Vice President / Activities – Sharon Wolinski 

Secretary – Kimberly Moss 

Treasurer – Linda Henning 

Lodge Director - Michelle Nightengale 

Membership - Allan & Pat Ramsay 

Newsletter Editor – Emiley Poisson 

Lodge Trustees - Doug Ball, Tim Hutton,  

Bob Gibson and Bill Silveira. 

Ski Chairperson - Maarten Vandermeer 

BAC Rep - Maarten Vandermeer 

Web Master / Public Relations - Murray Breeze 

Historian - Rob Orr 

Past President - Chuck Hennings 

 
 

MODESTO SKI CLUB  
WWW.MODESTOSKICLUB.COM  

P.O. Box 3640 

Modesto, California  95352 

http://www.modestoskiclub.com/
http://www.modestoskiclub.com/

