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HELLO FELLOW CLUB MEMBERS:    
I was reading an article recently about a ski resort that has something special that few, if any, 

other ski resorts can claim; something that makes this resort unique and exciting; something that 
sets this resort apart from your average ski resort, and certainly something that none of the resorts at 
Tahoe can claim: it is located in an active war zone.  We’re not talking about the site of a former 
battlefield, or just a nearby military installation.  We’re talking about artillery rounds going off and 

helicopter gunships overhead, while laughing families go skiing by, snowboarders go shooshing past, 
and joyful tobogganers go flying down the hill.   

It’s Gulmarg Ski Resort, located in the disputed Kashmir region, in the Himalayas, between 
Pakistan and India. (True fact, check it out on Google).  The two countries have been fighting over the 
Kashmir region for generations, so why not build a ski resort there?  Established in 1998, it originally only 
attracted Indian citizens anxious to escape the sweltering heat of the lowlands.  Then an unusual thing 
happened.  The thrill of skiing in a war zone, where those loud booms are NOT ski patrol doing 
avalanche control, began to attract extreme snow boarders from all over the world.  Suddenly a new 
sport was born- “Extreme War Zone Snow Boarding.”  With the surge in popularity, they were able to 
expand to 2 gondolas and a chairlift, which take you the top (about 14,000 feet), plus “Kashmir Heliski,” 
which will take you to other peaks topping out at 15,000 feet.  Best of all, the day pass for the gondola 
only runs about $27, not including the recommended flak vest.  The Heliskiing is popular, but Billa 
Majeed Bakshi, the owner, says they do occasionally get delayed when the gunships have to respond to 
a fire fight, and it is important for them not to get too close to the “control line” so as not to attract any 
unwanted surface to air missiles, even though he says there are some “sick” peaks over there.   

Something else unusual happened, too.  Once Gulmarg became a destination trip for extreme 
snow boarders, some of the militants, who previously spent their time ambushing enemy soldiers and 
other terrorist pastimes, started taking up snowboarding instead.  “Now when I feel myself getting angry 
at the invaders, I jump on my snowboard instead for a powder run.  It’s so relaxing and peaceful, it’s just 
like flying.  I forget all about bombing people,” says former terrorist Raja Wasim Khan.  In fact, both the 
Pakistani and Indian armies are considering issuing snowboards to their soldiers instead of rifles.  
Bumper stickers are starting to crop up everywhere, proclaiming “Shred lines, not Pakis”, and “Make 
tracks, not war.”  Government leaders, however, have vowed not to resolve their differences, 
notwithstanding the snowboarder peace movement, since “Extreme War Zone Snow Boarding” has been 
such a tremendous economic boon to the area.   

That got me to thinking.  Why should the Indies and Pakis have all the fun?  Why should they be 
the only ones with a corner on the Extreme War Zone Snowboarding market?  Why can’t we create our 
own “Extreme War Zone Snow Parks” at our Tahoe resorts?  After all, the resorts originally resisted any 
sort of snow park because they were too dangerous.  Now that they are commonplace, however, maybe 
it’s time to make them dangerous again.  For instance, they could seed the landing area for the jumps 
with some small landmines- nothing big enough to hurt anyone, just throw them 6 feet up in the air if they 
hit them.  Or they could have a rubber bullet obstacle next to the rail.  If the boarder doesn’t stay low 
enough, he ends up with a nasty black and blue spot from the rubber bullet- a real badge of honor! 

    
Watch for one at your local ski slope! 

 

     Yours in skiing, 
      Don Shaver, President 
      theprez.modestoskiclub@gmail.com. 
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MODESTO SKI CLUB LODGE NEWS  

Greetings! It’s Spring and it’s still snowing and raining.  The Lodge has had quite a 
lot of use this past winter season.  I want to remind members of the 2 upcoming Lodge 
events. Maintenance Weekend April 26-28, 2019. Tim Hutton – Lodge Trustee is 
handling the sign up for that specific weekend.  You still need to contact me to book a 
room reservation if working with the Trustees that weekend.  The main WORK WEEKEND 
is MAY 3-5, 2019.  Please contact me to sign up to help out in May for the main work 
weekend.   

 

 

 

 

It was brought to my attention that a member or guest had waxed their skis or 
snowboard and left the iron plugged in with wax all over the place in the 
basement!!  This is not good.  PLEASE if you wax your skis or snowboard, clean up after 
finished and please UNPLUG the iron. 

Be sure to always clean up after stay as if you would be the next guest.  Always 
dump the trash in your room. Remove perishable food from the refrigerator and dump 
the trash from compactor. 

I can be contacted via email, which is best. mnighte@aol.com or home phone 
209-571-8125 

If you own an iPhone, please read this!!  Sometimes I receive a message on my 
iPad which is always at home.  I have a DROID cell phone.  If you do not hear from me 
after an email has been sent by the end of the day that means your email has gone to 
my iPad and NOT my phone.  Please check your settings to be sure that my email 
address is not trying to text me. 

Michelle Nightengale, Lodge Chairperson 

mailto:mnighte@aol.com
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Greeting MSC members, wow what a fast month. The first day of spring came and went, here it is 

April and there is still snow falling in the Sierras. It’s great to have an abundance of snow and areas that will 

be open until the end of April. Let’s hope it doesn’t warm up too fast and the Spring Skiing holds out. Nothing 

like skiing in light windbreaker and wind pants instead of five layers and a hood! 

  
Please be sure to show up at the April meeting at Fuzio’s as it is ELECTION NIGHT. Come and meet 

the slate which the awesome election committee has pulled together and VOTE for the candidate of your 
choice. I can assure you there will be no shortage of ballots and the voting tabulations will be monitored by 
the most honest group of individuals! 
  

The May 7th  MSC meeting will be held at the McHenry 
Bowl . 

  
Members have to option of joining in the Pot Luck Dinner, bowling or just being a cheerleaders for 

their members that are bowling. Please read the flyer and let me know ASAP if you plan on joining in on the 
fun.   
  
  

  
Happy Trails, 

Ed Ciszek 
1st VP 

 

 

 

 

General Meeting at Fuzios- April 9th 

 

 

 

  

ELECTION NIGHT!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
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Hello Fellow Ski Bums: 

April is always such a bitter sweet month.  We say good bye to some of our dedicated Board members and 
welcome new members.  This was my first year in position of 2nd Vice President and it was a learning year for 
me.  I learned how close the 1st Vice President works with the 2nd Vice and let me tell you, Ed was so 
supportive of me, going to miss you at the Board meetings Ed.  Our Treasurer is, in my opinion, the glue that 
keeps this club going.  Deb was so great at keeping us up to date with State, Federal, Accountants, Financial 
Planners and the myriad of venders we deal with monthly.  Wow, you made it run so smoothly.  I really 
learned a lot about our Club from you.  Thank you for your patience and the knowledge you imparted. Will 
see you at events and at the lodge. 
   
We will start the year off with a new 1st Vice President and Treasurer.  Welcome and I look forward to working 
with you. 

April 6 – Fallon House in Columba State Park, Route 66 hosted by Veronica Shaver.    Enjoy professional 
award-winning live theatre in the ambiance of the fully renovated historic 134 year-old Theatre.  Show starts 
promptly at 2:00 pm.  Tickets are $37.00 general admission, $35.00 for seniors. Box Office:  209-532-
3120.  Join us for a fun filled afternoon.  For more information contact our hosts: Veronica Shaver. (209) 872-
4871 or shaververonica@gmail.com. 
 

Our May general meeting is the start of our “Traveling Meetings”.  I love this time of the year and a chance to 
travel to member’s homes for great fun and food.  Did I mention the food??  The summer meetings are all 
pot luck and BYOB. 
 

May 14 – Bowling at McHenry Bowl - Hosted by Ed Ciszek.  Dust off that bowling ball and shoes because 
this is always a great meeting.  We have a room for our meeting and pot luck dinner.  I understand bowling is 
just $12 for two games and shoes.  Host contact: Ed Ciszek 209-652-3477 or erciszek@comcast.net 

May 19 – Golf at Del Rio Hosted by Bernie Fairfield.  Enjoy a rousing round of 18 holes of golf, cart and 
prizes all for $60.  The course will be at its best, the views are phenomenal and the company can’t be 
beat.  Contact Bernie at: 209-485-0453 or bvfsrw@gmail.com for sign ups and more information. 
 

SUMMER MEETINGS 
 

It is a good thing our coolers have wheels because we start the summer with: 
 

June 11, 2019 meeting at Bernie and Sharon’s house.  Bocce and Bean Bag games plus food. 
 

July 9, 2019 meeting at Dave Garcez.  Grilled hot dogs and hamburgers are always a hit at Dave’s beautiful 
backyard and bar.   
 
August 13, 2019 meeting at Kurt During.  Fun and good friends with lots of food. 
 

September 10, 2019 meeting at Pat and Cheryl Kelly.  Beautiful home, backyard and lots of good food. 

 MSC Activities 2019 

mailto:shaververonica@gmail.com
mailto:bvfsrw@gmail.com
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September 12 – Activity Committee Meeting.  Welcome Modesto Ski Club members in joining the 2020 
Activities Committee Meeting.  Anyone with an idea to share and willing to plan for some new, fun or 
returning activities for our ski club are welcome.  Last year we had a fun year full of activities because so 
many of our members graciously offered to help host activities they enjoyed and wanted to share with 
us.  This new year will start with the planning meeting at Sharon Wolinski’s home on Thursday, September 
12, 2019, 7:00 pm, 1701 Snyder Avenue, Modesto.  I hope the members will again step up and share their 
passions for fun and attend the meeting.  Please RSVP to Sharon Wolinski at 209-262-8128 or 
srwbvf@gmail.com.  Our club is only as much fun as the members make it.  And we have had some 
awesome activities.    

 Second Vice President / Activities – Sharon Wolinski 

 

 

 

   

 

April 6 
Fallon House 2:00 matinee Route 66, Hosted by Veronica and Don 
Shaver 

  (209) 872-4871 shaververonica@gmail.com 

   

 

May 14 Bowling at McHenry Bowl -  Hosted by Ed Ciszek.   

  (209) 652-3477 erciszek@comcast.net 

   

 May 19 Golf at Del Rio, Hosted by Bernie Fairfield 

  (209) 485-0453 bvfsrw@gmail.com 

   

 

June 20 Picnic in the Park - Graceada Park, Hosted by Kim Moss 

 
 (209) 543-2784 mimikim78.km@gmail.com 

   

 

July 20 Modesto Ski Club Luau, Hosted by Rob Orr and Ron & Pam Allen  

  (209) 402-1956 roborr@sbcglobal.net 

 
  

 
 
   

 

 
August 10 Golf at the Lodge, Coyote Moon, Hosted by Bernie Fairfield  

 
 (209) 485-0453 bvfsrw@gmail.com 

mailto:srwbvf@gmail.com
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September 
7 

Bike Ride and Truckee River Tour at the Lodge, Bill Silveira- Tour Guide 
Hosted by Cheryl Kelly, Cheryl Harvey, Cathy Morrow  

 
 (209) 204-3816 ckelly@pmz.com 

 
 

 

 

September 
12 

Activity Committee Meeting 
Sharon Wolinski at 209-262-8128 or srwbvf@gmail.com    

 
 

 

 

September 
28 Lodi Bike and Wine Tour, Hosted by Maarten Vandermeer 

  (209) 482-2056 mavdmeer@comcast.net 

   
 

October 8 
Membership Meeting at the Man Cave, Hosted by Denise and Randy 
Cook 

  (209) 526-3772 drjenks56@yahoo.com 

   

 

 
October 26 Costume Party at the Lodge, Host Kim Moss 

 
 (209) 543-2784 mimikim78.km@gmail.com 

 
 

 

 

 
November 9 Chili Cook Off at the Man Cave, Hosted by Randy and Denise Cook 

 
 (209) 526-3772 drjenks56@yahoo.com 

    

November 
16 

Kayak on the Tuolumne River. La Grange to Basso Bridge. Bring picnic 
lunch and drink, Hosted by Gregg DeBree 

 
 (209) 996-7522 h2owanderer@aol.com 

   

 

December 
12 

Holiday Dinner Dance/Tocanas in Turlock, Hosted by Sharon Wolinski 
and Cheryl Kelly 

 
 (209) 262-8128 srwbvf@gmail.com  

   

 

 
 

   
 

 

mailto:srwbvf@gmail.com
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Far West Ski Association & Bay Area Council 

• The BAC will have 94 spots for the FWSA ski week to Big Sky Montana from Jan 25 to Feb 1st 2020.  

** Note- Gail Burns has not heard back from the FWSA about the prices for Big Sky Montana. I will be 

going to the meeting 4/8 and will see if there have been any changes.  

• The 2020 FWSA mini ski week will be to Big White resort in Canada from March 29-April 3rd, 2020. 

It’s the home to the best snow in BC with the longest season so it is a great choice for late season 

skiing. 

• Our BAC mini ski week to four Utah resorts has been moved to Feb 19th to the 23rd, 2020. Skiing in 

both Big & Little cottonwood canyon with access to Alta, Snowbird, Solitude & Brighten will give you a 

variety & fun ski adventure! 

• All the resorts are the IKON pass with easy shuttles drop off in front of the resorts. 

• The mammoth trip was delayed because of uncertain weather. We’re looking at a May trip for spring 

skiing. 

 

Enjoy the rest of the season. 

BAC Rep. Bill Silveira 209 9885811. 

 Email billlou330@gmail.com if more information is needed. 

 

2019 Winter Fun  

 

mailto:billlou330@gmail.com
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z 
 April 2019 

3/31 
 

Birthday: 
Henry Colombo 

 

4/1 4/2 4/3 4/4 
 

Birthday: 
Bryan Sparks 

 

4/5 4/6 

Fallon 
House 

Route 66 
matinee 
Birthday: 

Kate Nyegaard 

4/7 
 
 

4/8 
 

4/9 
 

General Meeting 
Fuzios and 
ELECTIONS 

NIGHT!! 
 

Birthday: 
Bernie Fairfield 

4/10 4/11 
 

Birthday: 
John Stone 

4/12 4/13 
 

Birthdays: 
Virginia White 

Scoble 
Roxanna Smith 
Rebecca Ciszek 

 

4/14 
 

Birthdays: 
Curtis Hennings 

Judy Hamre 
 

4/15 4/16 
 

Birthday: 
Patrick Kelly 

4/17 
 

Birthday: 
Randy Lew 

4/18 
 

4/19 
 

Good Friday 

4/20 

4/21 
 

Easter Sunday 

4/22 4/23 
 

4/24 4/25 
 

Birthday: 
Robert 
Gibson 

4/26 
 

Lodge 
Maintenance 

Weekend 

4/27 
 

Lodge 
Maintenance 

Weekend 

4/28 
 

Lodge 
Maintenance 

Weekend 

4/29 
 

Birthday: 
Ted Mills 

4/30 
 

Birthday: 
Tami Tomaino 

Velthoen 

5/1 
 

Birthday: 
Moira 

Doherty 

5/2 5/3 5/4 
 

Birthday: 
Jennie Moiso 
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Current MSC Board 

 

President - Don Shaver 

First Vice President / Programs - Ed Ciszek 

Second Vice President / Activities – Sharon Wolinski 

Secretary – Kimberly Moss 

Treasurer - Debra Clover 

Lodge Director - Michelle Nightengale 

Membership - Allan & Pat Ramsay 

Newsletter Editor – Emiley Poisson 

Lodge Trustees - Doug Ball, Tim Hutton,  

Bob Gibson and Bill Silveira. 

Ski Chairperson - Maarten Vandermeer 

BAC Rep - Bill Silveira 

Web Master / Public Relations - Murray Breeze 

Historian - Rob Orr 

Past President - Chuck Hennings 

 
 

MODESTO SKI CLUB  
WWW.MODESTOSKICLUB.COM  

P.O. Box 3640 

Modesto, California  95352 

 

http://www.modestoskiclub.com/
http://www.modestoskiclub.com/

