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HELLO FELLOW CLUB MEMBERS:    

What a barn burner January turned out to be!  At the start of the month, snow pack was two-

thirds normal.  After a series of snow dumping storms, the month saw snow pack up to 115% of 

normal!  Squaw has had over 21 feet of snow so far this season on the 6000 acres that make up the 

new Squaw Alpine Super Park, with 13 feet of that arriving in January.  They had one day alone 

where they received 20 inches of new powder.  We’re talking “break out the snow a snorkel, baby!”  

What better time to go skiing- in COLORADO!  Yes, that’s right, just as a conga line of storms blanket the 

Sierras with mega-feet of new snow, a couple dozen MSC skiers are heading out to Steamboat Springs 

for the Far West ski week as this newsletter goes out. No worries- we are expecting a great time and 

great snow there.   

We are all working hard at getting in shape for the grueling schedule of parties and pubs.  Far 

West always organizes a costume theme for the big dinner, and this year the theme which the BAC will 

be inflicting upon the attendees is based on characters from the “Wizard of Oz”.  That worked out well 

for Veronica and me.  We are going as Munchkins- we don’t even have to dress up. 

Steamboat is famous as the Cowboy Capital of Skiing. You’ve probably seen the iconic pictures of 

the Marlborough Man on horseback pulling a terrified tourist skier behind him down Main Street.  I’m 

quite concerned that the MSC board might have that same fate in mind for me.  Problem is, if you fall 

down at the beginning, which you will if the horse starts too suddenly, Mr. Marlborough doesn’t stop 

until he gets to the end of town or the snow builds up around you so much that the horse can’t go any 

further.  As a rule, he will not stop any sooner for two reasons: first, he doesn’t want you to come sliding 

in under the horse if he stops too quickly; and, second, he had a couple good shots of antifreeze before 

getting on the horse, and doesn’t really much care about anything else except getting to the end of the 

ride and back into the nice warm pub. I’ll report how everything goes in the next newsletter if my arms 

are out of the casts by that time. 

The Queen is Dead- Long Live the Queen!  Did you miss it?  It was easy if you weren’t paying 

attention.  Lindsey Vonn, the reigning Queen of skiing, is turning over her crown.  Competing at the 

premier stop on the women’s circuit, the World Cup super-G in Cortina d’Ampezzo, Italy, (which MSC 

visited with the Far West International ski trip in 2016), she failed to finish, emotionally explaining that 

she was skiing on knees so worn down that they were “bone on bone.”  Shortly after Lindsey’s run, 

Mikaela Shiffrin blazed down the slope and into a first place finish.  As the 23-year-old Shiffrin was 

celebrating her first ever speed race, the 34 year old Vonn was announcing that she was “considering” 

retiring earlier than previously announced (like now?).  Afterwards, Vonn went over and congratulated 

Shiffrin with a big hug.  The passing of the torch was complete. 

  Mikaela has her work cut out for her.  Lindsey has 82 World Cup victories- the best all-time 

record among women, second only to Ingemar Stenmark, who raced in the 1970s and 80s. 

 So what are you waiting for?  Go out there and set some of your own records! 

 

     Yours in skiing, 

      Don Shaver, President 

      theprez.modestoskiclub@gmail.com 
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MODESTO SKI CLUB LODGE NEWS  

Greetings!!  Well we are finally getting a significant amount of snow and 

Lodge use is really up.  I want to thank the Trustees for all their help in fixing needed repairs plus installing the new 

washer and dryer.  We are in the process of repairing the door on the rock wall fireplace that gives us access to the 

firewood.  Please be sure to let me know if anything is broken or needs repair.  I will then alert the Trustees to take 

care of the issues. 

Please be sure to clean up the room you stay in: dump the trash, close and LOCK the window plus close the 

blinds.  Please vacuum the floor in the room you stay in and any other area of the Lodge that you spent time in.  Be 

sure to clean up after using the kitchen. Dump the trash and run the garbage disposal units to be sure and not leave 

food to root after you have left for home. Be sure to take all food with you from the refrigerator. If you leave bottles 

of condiments, please date them so the next guests know that the food is still safe to eat…please.  One more reminder 

is NEVER us the VACUUM CLEANER to clean the fireplace or around it.  The ash ruins the vacuum cleaners. 

Please contact me if the lodge is needing supplies. Best way to make a reservation is to email me.  Please use 

my regular email mnighte@aol.com  or you can call 209-571-8125. 

 

Lodge Chairperson 

Michelle Nightengale 

 

 

 

 

 

Modesto Ski Club Plow Service  

The club has a new plow service. On heavy snow days they will plow early in the morning, so members can exit. They 

will return later that morning to finish clearing the parking lot.  

For this to work we ask that you move your vehicle to an area that has already been plowed. 

If you are going to ride share, or leave your vehicle for the day, please move your vehicle first.   

Do not contact the plow service directly. If there is a problem, contact Bob Gibson or any of the trustees. This is our 

agreement.  
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We have a problem with the wrong food items being put in the 
garbage disposal at the lodge. I know that some households 
do things differently, but the trustees ask that you follow the list 
below. Small scraps of food are okay but please scrape large 
portions of food in the trash compactor.  

   
10 Things not to put in your garbage disposal 

1. Grease or oil.  Just because it is out of sight does not mean the garbage disposal 
“disposed” of it.  Usually, it solidifies and begins to build up in your pipes.  Not good. 

2. Vegetable peels.  You might get away with it from time to time, but odds are, eventually 
this one will catch up with you–and leave you a soupy backfilled mess in your 
sink.  Garbage disposals do not do too many peels–they’ll spit them up like an unhappy 
infant 

3. Egg shells.  Believe or not, the membrane on the inside of the egg can wrap around the 
blades and wreak havoc.  Better just to compost them. 

4. Coffee Grounds.  These actually seem like they go down fine, but over time, the little 
grounds build up like sediment in the pipes, causing all sorts of trouble. 

5. Pits or seeds.  Think:  peach pits, avocado pits, cherries, etc.  I am sure this one goes 
without mentioning, but it will basically rattle around in there like a pinball of destruction. 

6. Bones.  I know, again, duh.  
7. Anything in bulk.  Feed your disposal small meals, let it grind it up, then add more. 
8. Garbage.  Think:  cigarette butts or paper.  It is not really designed for those sorts of 

things and will get testy. 
9. Rice and pasta.  I did not know this.  Basically, every time you turn the water on, the 

pasta and rice will continue to expand–even after your supposedly ground it up. 
10. Stringy veggies.  Think:  celery, corn husks, or even some types of lettuce.  The 

stringy parts can wrap around the blades, causing resistance on the blades. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FYI 

The exterior door to the 

wood bin has been 

trimmed, it will open and 

close with little effort. The 

door lock was frozen. The 

lock has been cleaned out 

and it is working fine but 

may freeze up again. 
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Greetings fellow MSC members, just a couple of quick notes for this month’s newsletter. 
  
First: I hope all of you who are on the Steamboat Springs Ski trip are having a great time 

Wish I was there! 

 
Second: Funny how when you leave the state to go skiing it snows like crazy in 

California! 

 
Third: It’s February and time to think about running for an office in the MSC. After two 

years as the 1st VP-- I am not going to run this year. 

 
I would like someone to throw their hat in the ring and take part in the running of the 

best ski club in the State. There is no better way to learn the ins and outs of a club than 

to become one of the elected officials. The current board members are wonderful, 

dedicated people with one goal, to make the MSC even better. You too can be part of 

this team and help shape the club’s future. 
 

Please take time to consider running for an office, 
  
Happy Trails, 

  
Ed Ciszek      1st VP 

 

 
 

 

General Meeting at Fuzios- February Feb 12th 

 

 

 

  

General Announcement: The Modesto Ski Club will need a new Treasurer as well as a new 

1st VP for the 2019-2020 season- beginning May 1. Elections will be announced late 

winter/early spring, so please keep this in mind. Debra Clover will be training the new 

treasurer after elections.  
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Hello Fellow Ski Bums: 

Looks like we are off to a good start this year!!   

February 21 – Bear Valley Ski Event hosted by Ed Ciszek and Maarten Vandermeer.  Your contact host is 
Ed Ciszek.  You can reach him to RSVP at erciszek@comcast.net or 209-652-3477.  Maarten is going to 
rustle up some hamburgers and chili.  Nominal cost to us is only $5.00.  BYOB as usual for our club events.   

March 2 – Snow Fest at Dodge Ridge hosted by Kim Moss.  Please contact Kim for more information at 
mimikim.km78@gmail.com or (209) 543-2784.  Registration will be open 1/7/19 online! This will include 
personal fundraising pages so each person and team can fundraise independently and conveniently. Each 
participant is asked to raise a minimum of $150.  Participants receive lunch; enjoy live entertainment, beer 
tasting, games, raffles and more!  
  
They will also need some volunteers to help them with the event and it is a lot of fun even for non-skiers.  To 
volunteer for this event please call Michelle Allen, Disability Services at (209) 524-3536. 
 

April 6 – Fallon House in Columba State Park, Route 66 hosted by Veronica Shaver.    Enjoy professional 

award-winning live theatre in the ambiance of the fully renovated historic 134 year-old Theatre.  Show starts 

promptly at 2:00 pm.  Tickets are $37.00 general admission, $35.00 for Seniors. Box Office:  209-532-

3120.  Join us for a fun filled afternoon.  For more information contact our hosts: Veronica Shaver. (209) 872-

4871 or shaververonica@gmail.com. 

 Second Vice President / Activities – Sharon Wolinski 
  
   

 

February 21 Bear Valley Ski Event, Hosted by Ed Ciszek/Maarten Vandermeer 

  (209) 652-3477 erciszek@comcast.net 

   

 

March 2 Snow Fest at Dodge Ridge, Hosted by Kim Moss 

  (209) 543-2784 mimikim78.km@gmail.com 

   

 

April 6 

Fallon House 2:00 matinee Route 66, Hosted by Veronica and Don 

Shaver 

  (209) 872-4871 shaververonica@gmail.com 

  

 

 

May 19 Golf at Del Rio, Hosted by Bernie Fairfield 

  (209) 485-0453 bvfsrw@gmail.com 

 MSC Activities 2019 



6 

 

   

 

June 20 Picnic in the Park - Graceada Park, Hosted by Kim Moss 

 
 (209) 543-2784 mimikim78.km@gmail.com 

   

 

July 20 Modesto Ski Club Luau, Hosted by Rob Orr and Ron & Pam Allen  

  (209) 402-1956 roborr@sbcglobal.net 

   

 

 

August 10 Golf at the Lodge, Coyote Moon, Hosted by Bernie Fairfield  

 
 (209) 485-0453 bvfsrw@gmail.com 

   

 

September 

7 
Bike Ride and Truckee River Tour at the Lodge, Hosted by Cheryl Kelly, 

Cheryl Harvey, Cathy Morrow  

 
 (209) 204-3816 ckelly@pmz.com 

 
 

 

 

September 

28 Lodi Bike and Wine Tour, Hosted by Maarten Vandermeer 

  (209) 482-2056 mavdmeer@comcast.net 

    

October 8 

Membership Meeting at the Man Cave, Hosted by Denise and Randy 

Cook 

  (209) 526-3772 drjenks56@yahoo.com 

   

 

 

October 26 Costume Party at the Lodge, Host Kim Moss 

 
 (209) 543-2784 mimikim78.km@gmail.com 

 
 

 

 

 

November 9 Chili Cook Off at the Man Cave, Hosted by Randy and Denise Cook 

 
 (209) 526-3772 drjenks56@yahoo.com 

    

November 

16 

Kayak on the Tuolumne River. La Grange to Basso Bridge. Bring picnic 

lunch and drink, Hosted by Gregg DeBree 

 
 (209) 996-7522 h2owanderer@aol.com 

   

 

December 

12 

Holiday Dinner Dance/Tocanas in Turlock, Hosted by Sharon Wolinski 

and Cheryl Kelly 

 
 (209) 262-8128 srwbvf@gmail.com  
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Race Schedule:  
March 2- SL and March 3- GS at Alpine Meadows.  

March 16 and 17- SL at Sugar Bowl. 

March 22 Clinics and Pacesetter qualifying Heavenly Valley 

Marsh 23 SL Far West Championships Heavenly Valley 

March 24 GS Far West Championships Heavenly Valley 

 

March 18 End of Season Awards Party at the Waal residence in Alamo. 

More information to follow before each event. 

 

Maarten Vandermeer. 

Race director.  
 

 

 

Far West Ski Association & Bay Area Council 

• Annual ski & snowboard week, Steamboat springs Feb 2 -9. 

• FWSA International ski week with pre & post trip to Niseko, Hakuba, Kyoto Japan March 3-23. 

• BAC Winter Park, Co. March 24-29, check with Chuck Hennings for more information. 

• BVI Wingjammer trip, May 19-26. 

• Next year’s FWSA is to Big Ski Montana. Don Shaver has more information about Lodging & dates. 

If more information is needed about the BAC, go to www skibac.org 

•  

Mammoth trip March 4-8 

o Plans are to stay at the Quality Inn. 

o I reserved a room with queen beds for $146 a night with the ability to cancel for $146. 

o There is one parking spot for each room. 

o Each Person will make their own reservations, they can choose where & when they want to stay. 

o There will be a dinner Wednesday night somewhere. 

 

    BAC REP. Bill Silveira 209 9885811. 

 Email billlou330@gmail.com if more information is needed. 

MSC Ski Race 2018-2019 Season News 
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z 
 February 2019 

1/27 

 

 

1/28 1/29 
 

 

1/30 

 
 

1/31 2/01 2/02 

 

 

2/3 

 

Birthday: 

Anne 

Camarena 

Rachel 

Sparks 

 

2/4 

 

2/5 

 

Birthday: 

William 

Nimocks 

2/6 2/7 2/8 

 

Birthday: 

Laurette 

Neumann 

2/9 

 

Birthday: 

Coby 

Doornenbal 

Debra Budding 

2/10 

 

Birthday: 

Ron Posey 

2/11 

 

Birthday: 

Cathy Morrow 

Kathleen Malcom 

Joshua Malcom 

2/12 

 

Monthly 

Membership 

Meeting  

7:00 pm 
 

2/13 2/14 

Happy 

Valentine’s 

Day 

 

Birthday: 

Garth Jolliff 
 

2/15 2/16 

2/17 2/18 

 

President’s 

Day 

2/19 

 

2/20 

 

Birthday: 

Emiley 

Poisson 

2/21 

 

Bear 

Valley 

Ski 

Event 

2/22 2/23 

2/24 

 

Birthday: 

Norman 

Willliam 

Azevedo 

2/25 2/26 2/27 2/28 3/01 3/02 

 

Dodge 

Ridge 

Snow Fest 
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2019 Winter Fun  
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Current MSC Board 

 

President - Don Shaver 

First Vice President / Programs - Ed Ciszek 

Second Vice President / Activities – Sharon Wolinski 

Secretary – Kimberly Moss 

Treasurer - Debra Clover 

Lodge Director - Michelle Nightengale 

Membership - Allan & Pat Ramsay 

Newsletter Editor – Emiley Poisson 

Lodge Trustees - Doug Ball, Tim Hutton,  

Bob Gibson and Bill Silveira. 

Ski Chairperson - Maarten Vandermeer 

BAC Rep - Bill Silveira 

Web Master / Public Relations - Murray Breeze 

Historian - Rob Orr 

Past President - Chuck Hennings 

 
 

MODESTO SKI CLUB  
WWW.MODESTOSKICLUB.COM  

P.O. Box 3640 

Modesto, California  95352 

 


