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HELLO FELLOW CLUB MEMBERS: Well, Christmas is past and the New Year has once again
sprung upon us without warning. Looks like one more year shot all to heck. I just finished putting up all our
Christmas lights on December 24, so I’ll be darned if I am taking them down before Valentine’s day.
January 1 means time for making those dreaded New Year’s resolutions. Last year I put off making my
resolutions until mid-summer, so this year I vowed to get ahead of the curve. By January 2, I had already
made and broken most of my resolutions, so I feel like I am making definite progress.
As skiers, we all probably make similar resolutions: get in shape before the first run, put in more days skiing than
last year, conquer that run that always makes your knees quake a little, get a ski tune-up before going out on the
snow, stop making fun of the lift operators who have to stand out in the cold and blizzard all day without skiing,
and so on.
I have made a couple of special resolutions that will help me avoid being a jerk on the slopes, which you are free
to adopt as well if you see fit:
1. I promise not to ski over the tops of other peoples’ skis in my haste to get to the front of the lift line, and if I
do, I promise to say “Excuse me, please!” to each person.
2. I promise not to ski at full speed down the bunny slope holding my poles straight out in front of me, hollering
“CHARGE!” the whole way down.
3. I promise not to do my imitation of Jim Carey saying “Can you give me a lift?” to the same operator every time
I get on the same lift all day long.
Thinking about all my resolutions made me wonder if people in other countries celebrate the New Year by
making resolutions like we do. So, I went to the source-of-all- knowledge, the internet, to see how people in other
countries celebrate, and you wouldn’t believe the strange stuff I found. Now, I know I have been accused of
embellishing on reality before, but every single one of these traditions is 100% accurate. If you don’t believe me,
you can look it up!
1. Denmark: Danes celebrate the New Year by throwing dishes at the houses of their friends. This is known as
Danish Dish Chunking. The next day, you can tell who is the most popular person on the block by who has the
biggest pile of broken masonry on their front stoop. My mom, who is not the least bit Danish, used to do this with
us kids all the time without even waiting for New Years.
2. Peru: In the high mountain villages of Peru, they celebrate New Years by fist fighting someone you have
previously had an argument with. After the fight, you can then start off the year with a clean slate and be friends
again. They call this the “Takanakuy Festival.” We do it here too. We call it “Divorce Court.”
3. South Africa: In some countries, they throw confetti out of the window to celebrate New Years. In South
Africa, they throw used furniture out of the window. This custom obviously began before they had refrigerators
or multi-story buildings, as a used refrigerator coming out of a 6th story window can leave quite a dent in the
street.
4. Switzerland and Ireland: Both the Swiss and the Irish have food related New Year’s customs. In Ireland they
ward off evil spirits for the coming year by throwing bread against the wall. Unfortunately, they have famines
instead due to the bread shortage. In Switzerland, they celebrate by throwing ice cream on the floor, a custom
which I am sure their dogs love. This is apparently where the flavor “Rocky Road” came from. I will never understand why the
Swiss chose ice cream to waste instead of, say, brussel sprouts.
Whatever your particular New Years custom is, I hope you resolve to have a good time on the slopes!
Yours in skiing,
Don Shaver, President
theprez.modestoskiclub@gmail.com
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MODESTO SKI CLUB
LODGE NEWS
Happy New Year!! Well it is finally snowing. So good and so much that
the roads have been closed. On Jan. 6, it took members over 10 hours to travel to the lodge. Hope the snow will be
amazing for all that were successful in getting to Truckee.
The lodge is very busy now that snow has fallen. Be sure to check the bed list that is emailed and or faxed very
carefully before taking a bed or bunk. Please do not take it upon yourself to choose a bed that is NOT assigned to you
or your guests. It makes it very hard on me to tell a member requesting a bed that I THINK IS EMPTY and someone has
chosen to move. The next thing that happens is the person I just assigned a bed to that I thought was OPEN is now
calling me to tell me that someone else is in their bed. SO PLEASE STAY in the bed and or bunk you are assigned to!!
Here are a few REMINDERS for the LODGE. #1 DO NOT USE THE VACUUM CLEANER for cleaning the
FIREPLACE or REMOVAL of ASHES!! #2 Please take all food that is perishable when you leave. #3 PLEASE HELP with
SNOW REMOVAL to keep a clear path to the front door and basement. #4 DO NOT LEAVE FOOD in the GARBAGE
DISPOSALS, be sure to run it if you put food down the drain. The sink disposer is for food crumbs and scraps should
not be tossed anywhere but the trash, such as egg shells, peelings, grease or etc. #5 TURN LIGHTS OFF!!! Just about
every weekend I get an email that lights have been left on. So PLEASE WHEN YOU LEAVE to go HOME turn lights off as
well as when you are not in a room. #6 Please clean up the areas you have been using and room plus dump all trash
before leaving for home. Members need remember to recycle, and consolidate trash to one can. It has been noticed
that trash has been tossed into both cans more than half empty. And we will be charged for a full can for both
regardless. Hence the trash compactor. All members and guests should clean as if they are the next member or guest
to visit. Please remember that food and drink needs to be consumed down stairs ONLY as it has been observed that
guests and members are bringing items upstairs. This is a health and cleaning issue and just a good member golden
rule for lighter clean up weekend/upkeep. Lastly, firewood, if desired, will need to be gotten from outside doors or
downstairs. The stone fireplace door is out of order until further notice.
Please contact me with any questions or concerns for the Lodge. BEST WAY TO MAKE A RESERVATION IS TO EMAIL
ME mnighte@aol.com or call my home phone 209-571-8125.

THINK SNOW!!

Lodge Chairperson
Michelle Nightengale
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Happy New Year MSC Members, hope you all had a wonderful Christmas and safe and
sane New Year’s Eve evening. At our house we had family over for dinner and celebrated
with an East Coast Toast (900pm PST) so we could all get to bed at a reasonable time. This
worked out great as I slept through the fireworks and noise in the neighborhood at midnight
our time!
I’d like to thank Jim and Natalie for all their efforts to put on a great Christmas Party
Newly Wed Game. It was fun to watch the contestant try and guess what their better halves
thought about sharing toothbrushes and squeezing items in the supermarket. It almost made
the party an X rated event! This year’s party will be in a new location in Turlock and I hope
we can talk Jim and Natalie into putting on another great show.
Sorry to report that a Winter Storm Warning has yet to be issued. The larger resorts are
open with limited runs but don’t be discouraged as this week-end may be the start of a storm
cycle that will dump some much need snow in the Sierra’s. Several members have been up
skiing, shame on me, I had my skis tuned before Christmas and they are still sitting in my
garage giving me the evil eye. I tell myself it’s only the first week of the year so I hope that I
can get motivated to go even though it seems more like golf weather than ski season. A little
snow dance may be in order…
Hope to see you all at the first monthly meeting at Fuzio’s , Jan. 8 th .
Happy Trails,
Ed Ciszek , 1st VP

General Meeting at Fuzios- Tuesday January 8th

General Announcement: The Modesto Ski Club will need a new Treasurer as well as a new 1st VP for the 2019-2020
season- beginning May 1. Elections will be announced late winter/early spring, so please keep this in mind. Debra
Clover will be training the new treasurer after elections. ☺
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MSC Activities 2019
Hello Fellow Ski Bums:
Looks like we are off to a good start this year!! Be sure to take your tire chains with you as you travel up to the Lodge.
February 21 – Bear Valley Ski Event hosted by Ed Ciszek and Maarten Vandermeer. Your contact host is Ed
Ciszek. You can reach him to RSVP at erciszek@comcast.net or 209-652-3477. Maarten is going to rustle up some
hamburgers and chili. Nominal cost to us is only $5.00. BYOB as usual for our club events.
For those of you who saw the Warren Miller movie at the State Theater, you will be able to use the ticket you were
given as an exchange for a free ski ticket at this event. I understand it will be same process as last year. WHAT A
DEAL!! Free skiing, good company, great views, good bottle of wine or beer and a $5 lunch.
March 2 – Snow Fest at Dodge Ridge hosted by Kim Moss. Please contact Kim for more information at
mimikim.km78@gmail.com or (209) 543-2784. Registration will be open 1/7/19 online! This will include personal
fundraising pages so each person and team can fundraise independently and conveniently. Each participant is asked to
raise a minimum of $150. Participants receive lunch; enjoy live entertainment, beer tasting, games, raffles and more!
They will also need some volunteers to help them with the event and it is a lot of fun even for non-skiers. To
volunteer for this event please call Michelle Allen, Disability Services at (209) 524-3536.

Second Vice President / Activities – Sharon Wolinski
Revised 11/26/18

January

None at this time

February 21 Bear Valley Ski Event, Hosted by Ed Ciszek/Maarten Vandermeer
(209) 652-3477 erciszek@comcast.net
March 2

April 6

May 19

Snow Fest at Dodge Ridge, Hosted by Kim Moss
(209) 543-2784 mimikim78.km@gmail.com
Fallon House 2:00 matinee Route 66, Hosted by Veronica and Don
Shaver
(209) 872-4871 shaververonica@gmail.com

Golf at Del Rio, Hosted by Bernie Fairfield
(209) 485-0453 bvfsrw@gmail.com
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June 20

Picnic in the Park - Graceada Park, Hosted by Kim Moss
(209) 543-2784 mimikim78.km@gmail.com

July 20

Modesto Ski Club Luau, Hosted by Rob Orr and Ron & Pam Allen
(209) 402-1956 roborr@sbcglobal.net

August 10 Golf at the Lodge, Coyote Moon, Hosted by Bernie Fairfield
(209) 485-0453 bvfsrw@gmail.com
September Bike Ride and Truckee River Tour at the Lodge, Hosted by Cheryl Kelly,
7
Cheryl Harvey, Cathy Morrow
(209) 204-3816 ckelly@pmz.com
September
28
Lodi Bike and Wine Tour, Hosted by Maarten Vandermeer
(209) 482-2056 mavdmeer@comcast.net
Membership Meeting at the Man Cave, Hosted by Denise and Randy
October 8 Cook
(209) 526-3772 drjenks56@yahoo.com

October 26 Costume Party at the Lodge, Host Kim Moss
(209) 543-2784 mimikim78.km@gmail.com

November 9 Chili Cook Off at the Man Cave, Hosted by Randy and Denise Cook
(209) 526-3772 drjenks56@yahoo.com
November Kayak on the Tuolumne River. La Grange to Basso Bridge. Bring picnic
16
lunch and drink, Hosted by Gregg DeBree
(209) 996-7522 h2owanderer@aol.com
December Holiday Dinner Dance/Tocanas in Turlock, Hosted by Sharon Wolinski
12
and Cheryl Kelly
(209) 262-8128 srwbvf@gmail.com
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MSC Ski Race 2018-2019 Season News

A note from the race department.
Our first race of the season is three weeks from now, the 26 th and 27th of January. So now is the time to sign up if you
want to join the race team. To sign up go to olrc.org and go to the registration page. Fill out the on line form, print out
the release of liability form and send it, with a check made out to the “Modesto Ski Club”, to me. The fee for the
season is $125 for adults and $40 for juniors and the resorts will provide discounted lift tickets for race days.
Make your reservations for the lodge by sending an email to Michelle Nightingale.
I hope many of our club members will join.
Some information for skiers who will join us in Steamboat Springs; three days of racing is included in the package, two
Giant Slalom races and a Council race. A good opportunity for people who would like to give racing a try.
I will try to attend the next meeting at Fuzio’s (if I don’t get stuck in the powder somewhere) to answer any questions.
See you on the slopes,
Maarten Vandermeer. P.O. Box 1341
Lockeford, Ca. 95237
209-482-2056

Race Schedule:
January 26 and 27-GS at Alpine Meadows.
March 2- SL and March 3- GS at Alpine Meadows.
March 16 and 17- SL at Sugar Bowl.
March 22 Clinics and Pacesetter qualifying Heavenly Valley
Marsh 23 SL Far West Championships Heavenly Valley
March 24 GS Far West Championships Heavenly Valley
March 18 End of Season Awards Party at the Waal residence in Alamo.
More information to follow before each event.
Maarten Vandermeer.
Race director.
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A Meet and Greet at Blue Zone Sports
We have organized a special shopping opportunity at Blue Zone Sports in Truckee for January 26th
from 7:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. All members of the MSC will receive a 20% discount on all items in the
store. Drinks and snacks will be provided. The store is located 11391 Deerfield Drive (in the Save Mart
shopping center). This is our first race weekend, so the lodge might be crowded. Make your
reservations by emailing Michelle Nightingale. We hope to make the discounts permanent for our
members.
Maarten Vandermeer.

Far West Ski Association & Bay Area Council
•
•
•
•
•

Annual ski & snowboard week, Steamboat springs Feb 2 -9.
FWSA International ski week with pre & post trip to Niseko, Hakuba, Kyoto Japan March 3-23.
BAC Winter Park, Co. March 24-29, check with Chuck Hennings for more information.
BVI Wingjammer trip, May 19-26.
Next year’s FWSA is to Big Ski Montana. Don Shaver has more information about
Lodging & dates.
If more information is needed about the BAC, go to www skibac.org
Man & women of the year deadline for club honoree entry is Jan 26, 2019.
Mammoth trip March 4-8
o Plans are to stay at the Quality Inn.
o I reserved a room with queen beds for $146 a night with the ability to cancel for $146.
o There is one parking spot for each room.
o Each Person will make their own reservations, they can choose where & when they want to stay.
o There will be a dinner Wednesday night somewhere.
BAC REP. Bill Silveira 209 9885811.
Email billlou330@gmail.com if more information is needed.
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1/01
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1/05
Birthday:
Sharon
Wolinksi

1/06

1/07

1/08
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Monthly
Membership
Meeting
Fuzio’s

1/10

1/11

1/12

Birthday:
Jon Hooper

Birthday:
Bill Hamre

1/17

1/18

1/19

1/25

1/26

Birthday:
Kris Turner

7:00 p.m.
Birthday:
Maarten
Vandermeer
1/13

1/14

1/15

1/16

Birthday:
Rob Orr
1/20

1/21

1/22

1/23

Birthday:
Cyndi Heald
Camille
Vandermeer

Birthday:
Susan Lukito
Sally
Carmody

Birthday:
Tom
Chagnon
Robert
Martelli

Birthday:
Richard
Shawkey

1/27

1/28

1/29

1/30

Birthday:
Lori
Brunsvold

Birthday:
Michael Jossis

Alpine
Meadows
First Race of
the Season!!!
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1/24

Alpine
Meadows
First Race of
the Season!!!

1/31

2/01

2/02

2018 Christmas Party
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Current MSC Board
President - Don Shaver
First Vice President / Programs - Ed Ciszek
Second Vice President / Activities – Sharon Wolinski
Secretary – Kimberly Moss
Treasurer - Debra Clover
Lodge Director - Michelle Nightengale
Membership - Allan & Pat Ramsay
Newsletter Editor – Emiley Poisson
Lodge Trustees - Doug Ball, Tim Hutton,
Bob Gibson and Bill Silveira.
Ski Chairperson - Maarten Vandermeer
BAC Rep - Bill Silveira
Web Master / Public Relations - Murray Breeze
Historian - Rob Orr
Past President - Chuck Hennings

MODESTO SKI CLUB
WWW.MODESTOSKICLUB.COM

P.O. Box 3640
Modesto, California 95352
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