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HELLO FELLOW CLUB MEMBERS: As we go about our busy lives, dealing with work and family and 
the myriad of things that fill our days in this hectic busy world, did you ever stop to wonder how one 
person can possibly make a difference in this vast hubbub of modern life?  The recent passing of Cliff 
Wagoner might provide an answer to this question.  As you probably already know, Cliff passed 
quietly on May 15, less than a year after Myrtle passed on July 11, 2017.  He was 97.  They had been 
married for 75 years, and MSC members for over 50 years. 
 Both he and Myrtle were children of the Depression.  Cliff grew up on a farm, and was eager to 

leave that hard scrabble life as soon as he could.  In 1940, at age 19, he moved to Modesto and worked 
for Elmer Brinkehoff, who had an 18 year old daughter named Myrtle.  Three years later, they got 
married, and she became Myrtle Wagoner.  Without much formal education but a knack for fixing things, 
he worked as an airplane mechanic during World War II. 
 We are all familiar with the huge contribution that Cliff and Myrtle made to our club, including their 
work building and financing the lodge, and the many years Myrtle spent managing it.  As Treasurer and 
President, Cliff was zealous in protecting the assets of the club, setting the fiscal policies that we follow 
to this day. Their exploits with MSC would fill any life chronicle, but in fact, Modesto Ski Club was not the 
only club which they were instrumental in building. 
 It was altogether fitting that Cliff’s “Celebration of Life” was at Del Rio Country Club- he was the 
first employee hired by Del Rio in 1946.  He worked there for 30 years, becoming the Golf Course 
Superintendent and General Manager.  He went on from there to be President of the Golf Course 
Superintendents Association of America (GCSAA), where he became one of the first to earn the 
Certified Golf Course Superintendents status, a program which he helped launch.  Over his 63 years 
with that club, he traveled the world consulting on the construction of golf courses.  One of his favorite 
stories was the time he and Myrtle spent as guests of the Prince of Morocco, consulting on the 
Monarchy’s new golf course. 
 Cliff and Myrtle earned many distinguished awards from the GCSAA, including the naming of the 
annual scholarship and research event after them: The “Cliff and Myrtle Wagoner Scholarship and 
Research Tournament”. 
 Nor did their life exploits end with these two clubs- they were also life time members of the 
Modesto Model A club, where Cliff served as President.  They logged over 50,000 miles in the two 
Model A’s that Cliff restored. They had such a huge presence in our club that it is easy to forget that 
MSC was just one small corner of their universe of achievements. 
 Through it all, regardless of the award or office or accolade, it was never “Cliff” or never “Myrtle”, it 
was always “Cliff and Myrtle”.  The only time in the 75+ years that they were ever apart was the 8 
months from July 11, 2017 to May 15, 2018, when Myrtle was waiting for Cliff to join her.  Now they are 
once again together.  We will miss them both. 
 

     Yours in skiing, 
      Don Shaver, President 
      theprez.modestoskiclub@gmail.com. 
 

[Emily, can you get a picture of them to put here?  Thanks, Don] 
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MODESTO SKI CLUB 

LODGE NEWS  

 

Happy Summer to everyone! It is finally here.  The Lodge is ramping 
up for SUMMER Fun.  The Truckee area has so much to offer at this 
time of year.  It is also much cooler in Truckee when we start having 
those triple digit kind of days here in Modesto.  

If you are interested in a Summer/Fall Key, please let me know.  The 
Cost is $155.00 to obtain a key.  If you are a Winter Key Holder and 
you have not yet turned your key back to me I will send you a bill for 
how man days you are past due. If mailing be sure to use a padded 
envelope with proper postage. 

When staying at the Lodge, please do your part in turning off the 
lights, cleaning out the refrigerator & letting me know if anything 
needs attention.  If something breaks or is in need of repair your eyes 
and voice can be really helpful by letting me know. 

Best way to make a reservation is via email.  My email address is 
mnighte@aol.com.  You can also leave a message on the home phone 
recorder too.  209-571-8125 home phone number. 

 

 

 

Michelle Nightengale, 

Lodge Chairperson 

mailto:mnighte@aol.com
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Hi ski club members, hope this last hot spell keeps you thinking about a cool downhill run.. November 

is only 5 months away ! 

 

We have a new 2nd VP! Sharon Wolinski has stepped up to fill this vacancy. 

 

Sharon is also hosting a club BBQ in July! What a great way to support a great club. A Huge “Thanks” 

from all the members. 

 

In the meantime we have several great summer activities to keep you busy: 

 

June 12           Meeting at the Dust Bowl Brewer (I’ll send out an email later this week with all info) 

 

July 10.           BBQ hosted by Sharon Wolinski. RSVP to Sharon at SRWBVF@gmail.com 

 

July 21             MSC Luau. RSVP is a must.                 

                         See the flyer that was emailed out and on page 5. 

 

Aug 15-19.         Huntington Lake Camping 

                          Bill and Judy Hamre will have a flyer at the Dust Bowl, June 12th.   Limited sites so sign 

up early. 

 

Aug 14.              BBQ hosted by Debra Clover....RSVP 209-613-3410 

 

September 11.      BBQ hosted by the Vandermeers-- flyer to follow 

 

October 12...      Activity Committee meeting ... Cheryl Kelly will have a flyer at the Dust Bowl meeting 

and will e-mail one too. It’s time for members to think about hosting an activity next year. The more 

activities we have hosted the more fun the club has so put your recreation thinking hats on and host 

an activity! 

 

That's All Folks, 

Happy Trails, 

EdHappy Trails, 

Ed Ciszek, 1st VP 

erciszek@comcast.net   (209) 652-3477  

General Meeting at Dust Bowl Brewing Company-- June 12 
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Activities   2018 
 

JULY 21st:  MODESTO SKI CLUB LUAU    

The ski club will be having it's first luau in more than a decade. 

WHERE:  It will take place at Ron & Pam Allen's house at 9994 Fox Borough Drive, Oakdale. 

WHEN:  Saturday, 21 July, 6pm-10pm. 

COST:  $25; it will be partially catered with a roasted pig.  However, in order to keep the cost low, 

                 we'll also be pot lucking with main and secondary dishes. 

IFORMATION:  For more info and reservations, contact Rob Orr 209-402-1956....... 

Hosted by Rob Orr and Ron & Pam Allen   robtorr@sbcglobal.net  (209) 402-1956 

 

AUG 15-19:  CAMPING   HUNTINGTON LAKE  Near Fresno 

Hosted by Bill & Judy Hamre 

hamrebill@comcast.net (209) 840-4026 / (209) 844-6341 hamrejudy@comcast.net 

SEPTEMBER 15:  CARMEL BIKE TRIP   CARMEL 

Hosted by Cheryl & Pat Kelly 

ckelly@pmz.com (209) 204-3816 

OCT TBA:  MSC NEW MEMBERSHIP MIXER   MAN CAVE 

Hosted by Randy & Denise Cook 

drjenkins56@yahoo.com  (209) 988-8044 

NOV 3rd:  INDIGENY RESERVE HIKE/BBQ   SONORA 

Hosted by Rachel Sparks 

kgjoliff@hotmail.com  (209) 614-0558 / (209) 204-3948 

DEC 12th:  MSC XMAS DINNER/DANCE   Vintage Gardens 

Hosted by: To Be Announced 

https://maps.google.com/?q=9994+Fox+Borough+Drive,+Oakdale&entry=gmail&source=g
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Far West Ski Association & Bay Area Council 

This is the last time I need to mention the FWSA ski convention in Reno, June 7-

10. For those new members. FWSA is a volunteer non-profit organization 

representing 150 affiliated ski clubs located throughout nine regional councils in 12 

western states.  

Delegates will convene at the convention to discuss programs in public affairs, 

skier safety, ski heritage, athletic scholarship, racing, communications, travel, council 

development, ski industry and community outreach. 

This year event is hosted by the Sierra league & Council and Bay Area Snow 

Sports Council. 

 Travel plans: FWSA 2019 Ski Week is Feb 2-9 Steamboat Springs. 

      FWSA has a mini-trip to Winter Park. 

       BAC is considering a mini-trip to Taos. 

        FWSA is planning a Dive trip in September. 

 

I’m thinking about a mid-week, low budget trip to Mammoth with the MSC. 

Just in the beginning stage, any input is welcome. 

 

 
Bill Silveira BAC Rep 

     (209) 988-5811 or email billlou330@gmail.com 

 

mailto:billlou330@gmail.com
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June Birthdays 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

Editor  Emiley Poisson emileypoisson@gmail.com    

 

 

 June 2018  
     6/1 

 
6/2 
 

6/3 6/4 6/5 
 

6/6 6/7 6/8 6/9 

6/10 
 

6/11 6/12 
General 
Meeting 
Dust Bowl 
7:00 

6/13 
 

6/14/ 6/15 6/16 
 

6/17 
 

6/18 6/19 6/20 
Board 
Meeting 

6/21 
Summer 
Solstice 

6/22 6/23 

6/24 6/25 6/26 6/27 6/28 6/29 6/30 
 

Peter Camarena 6/2 Peter Lee 6/4 

Pam Allen 6/5 Randy Powell 6/10 

Pat Ramsay 6/12 Erin Stender 6/13 

Brian French 6/13 Lykele Miedema 6/14 

Mary Azevedo 6/14 William Silveira 6/15 

Lawrence Waspe 6/19 Scott Goodreau 6/21 

Michelle Nightengale 6/28   

mailto:emileypoisson@gmail.com
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STEAMBOAT FWSA WEEK 2019 

 
Dear MSC skiers, 

 
I'm pleased to announce the BAC 2019 FWSA Ski Week to Steamboat Springs from February 2-9th is open for sign-ups and 

registration! The BAC has two great lodging properties in two & three bedroom condos which are located at the base of the village! 
There are no hotel options available this year. Please review the Steamboat Ski Week BAC Flyer & fill out the BAC Trip 

Preference Form which were emailed out. I'm accepting $200 Deposit checks on May 22nd to be made out to: BAC Travel and 
mailed to: Charles Hennings 1779 Doak Ripon Ca 95366 to insure your spot with your ski buddies on this trip. Please also print out 

& mail in the 2019 Steamboat FWSA Reg Form & Trip Conduct forms due to complete your registration. 
 

I will be sending out the Group Air & Ground Transportation information at a later date. We will have the option of flying into 
Hayden which is nearby Steamboat Springs. It is a 3 hour+ drive from the Denver Airport so I need to know if you are interested in 

the more direct flights. 
 

Thank you for promoting this trip to your fellow Club Members! We have 80 pillows for our BAC group. Non-skiers are most 
welcome with many optional activities in the historic town & area! 

   
Chuck Hennings 

1779 Doak Blvd,  Ripon, Ca  95366 

chuckhennings@sbclobal.net 

Phone 209-253-0028. 
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Current MSC Board 

 

President - Don Shaver 

First Vice President / Programs - Ed Ciszek 

Second Vice President / Activities – Sharon Wolinski 

Secretary - Cheryl Harvey 

Treasurer - Debra Clover 

Lodge Director - Michelle Nightengale 

Membership - Allan & Pat Ramsay 

Newsletter Editor – Emiley Poisson 

Lodge Trustee - Doug Ball 

Ski Chairperson - Maarten Vandermeer 

BAC Rep - Bill Silveira 

Web Master / Public Relations - Murray Breeze 

Historian - Rob Orr 

Past President - Chuck Hennings 

 
 

 

MODESTO SKI CLUB  
WWW.MODESTOSKICLUB.COM  

P.O. Box 3640 

Modesto, California  95352 

 

http://www.modestoskiclub.com/
http://www.modestoskiclub.com/

