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Greetings from the Lodge!! Hope all members are doing well, now that
we are finally experiencing some winter weather. Maybe the lodge will
get some REAL winter use. As I am writing this article one of the
season’s largest storms is on its way to the Sierra’s. I sure am hoping we
get the predicted 3-5 feet of snow, now wouldn’t that be nice.
I would like to take the opportunity to remind everyone to do their part
in cleaning at the Lodge. Please remember to take all perishable or
dispose of before you leave the lodge. Do not leave food like that in the
refrigerators!! Now that we have snow falling please be sure to do your
part in keeping pathway cleared to the front steps of snow and ice for
everyone’s safety.
Please let me know if the Lodge needs any supplies or attention. The
best way to make a reservation is thru email, mnighte@aol.com or you
can also leave a message on my home phone 209-571-8125. If leaving a
message on home phone, please allow 24 hours for response as I can
only check those messages in the evening when I am home from work.
Thanks,
Michelle Nightengale, Lodge Chairperson

Hello MSC members, Well it looks like March is starting to cooperate with
regards to the weather. In the past week, Northstar, Squaw and Heavenly have
gotten over 30” of new snow and more on the way as you read this. Could this be
the start of a MARCH MIRACLE!!! Let’s hope so.
At the last meeting we had our first sign up for the Summer BBQ. Sharon
Wolinski has graciously signed up to do July 10th. Thanks Sharon. That
leaves June 12, August 14 and September11 left to fill. Please contact me if you
are up to hosting one of these dates. We all know that the members enjoy these
outings with Food, Spirits and Friends.
If you haven’t been skiing than I’m sure you have been practicing your
BOWLING for the May 8th Bowling/Potluck. We had over 30 bowlers last year
and the dinner and deserts (including Bday cake from Debra Clovers
granddaughters birthday ) had everyone ready for the tough task of completing
three games. Come on out and join the fun. I’ll have sign-up sheets at the next
meeting.
Happy Trails.

Ed Ciszek, 1st VP
erciszek@comcast.net (209) 652-3477

Tuesday March 13, 2018
General Meeting at Fuzios
Meeting starts at 7pm, Dinner at 6:30

MSC ACTIVITIES 2018
Greetings Fellow MSC Friends,
Well, its March Madness, I am not just talking about college basketball playoffs or
searching for all of those "CHARITY TAX DEDUCTIONS "receipts for 2017. I am
talking about the INFAMOUS Bear Valley Ski Day, Thursday, March 22nd. AND YES, it
will be at Bear Valley not Big Bear. There was some confusion last year with some
members who were slightly confused and did not take their medications.
This year it will be hosted by the lovely and entertaining ski twins, Ardyth Little and
Judy Hamre. There will be a sumptuous barbeque featuring my own Santa-Fe marinated
Tri-Tip, and for the strict vegetarians, there will be fried Tofu or Poi.! "Who Does
That!! Side note, bring your own designated driver or make sure you don't sample
Ardyth's Goldschlagers Schnapps, Whoa!!! I still don't remember anything after the BarB-Que.
But, there will be a lot of great people to ski with and all ranges of ability. So, make sure
to sign up by March 16th, either at the next club meeting on Tuesday, March 13th at
Fuzios or give me a call, 209-262-8859.
I would also like to take this time to thank Clarence and Kathy Teem for hosting the
Shrimp and Wine Fest at the MSC ski lodge in Feb. Everyone enjoyed some fabulous
food, wine and camaraderie.
Coming up in April, we have the Go-Cart Races and May, in Columbia, "Million Dollar
Quartet" Play and Dinner. These will be discussed at the March meeting. See you all
soon.

Jim Sylvia 2nd V.P.
drjamesj80@charter.net 209-262-8859

Activities 2018
MARCH 22ND: BEAR VALLEY SKI DAY BVSKI RESORT
Hosted by Ardyth Little and Judy Hamre
dhracerusa@aol.com (209) 535-5402 / (209) 844-6341 hamrejudy@comcast.net

APRIL 16th: G2 GO KART RACING CENTURY CENTER
Hosted by Bill Hamre
hamrebill@comcast.net (209) 804-4026

MAY 4-6th: Million Dollar Quartet Play and Dinner- details at March 13 meeting.
Hosted by Jim Sylvia and Natalie Frisk
drjames80@charter.net (209) 262-8859

JUNE 22nd: Venue and Event Changes- to be announced at March 13 meeting.

JULY 21st: MODESTO SKI CLUB LUAU OAKDALE
Hosted by Rob Orr and Ron & Pam Allen
robtorr@sbcglobal.net (209) 402-1956

AUG 5-11th: CAMPING HUNTINGTON LAKE Near Fresno
Hosted by Bill & Judy Hamre
hamrebill@comcast.net (209) 804-4026 / (209) 844-6341 hamrejudy@comcast.net

SEPTEMBER 7-9th: CARMEL BIKE TRIP CARMEL
Hosted by Cheryl & Pat Kelly
ckelly@pmz.com (209) 204-3816

OCT TBA: MSC NEW MEMBERSHIP MIXER MAN CAVE
Hosted by Randy & Denise Cook
drjenkins56@yahoo.com (209) 988-8044

NOV 3rd: INDIGENY RESERVE HIKE/BBQ SONORA
Hosted by Rachel Sparks
kgjoliff@hotmail.com (209) 614-0558 / (209) 204-3948

DEC 12th: MSC XMAS DINNER/DANCE Vintage Gardens
Hosted by: To Be Announced
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MSC Ski Race 2017-2018 Season News
Finally, a note from your “missing in action” race director. Camille and I have spent most of our
winter on the road, but more on that later. We hoped that this year would go a little smoother than last
year when too much snow made racing difficult or impossible. Well, this season we had no snow. So,
our first race was cancelled. Our next race was a giant slalom on February 24th at Alpine meadows.
Our new (rookie) racer, Fred Eichel, qualified as a 4 vet, and placed fifth. Excellent result, Fred. Our
other two racers, Dick Shawkey and Chuck Hennings, battled it out in the Legend class, where Mr.
Shawkey got the best of our past president. Next day, at the slalom race, Fred Eichel ran into some
trouble and D(id) N(ot) F(inish). Chuck Hennings finished first in the legend class and earned the full
25 points for our club.
Our next races are March 10th and 11th at Squaw Valley, both Giant slalom. I will not be present
(again), but Tim Hutton will be at hand to assist where necessary. The last local race of the season will
be at Sugar Bowl, March 24th and 25th, both slalom.
The Far West Championships will be at Mammoth Mountain April 6 th, 7th and 8th. If you have need for
some big mountain skiing for sharply discounted lift ticket prices, and at the same time rooting on your
Modesto race team, this is your chance. Last year my granddaughter Emily Gahn and her teammate
from The College of Idaho race team, Mary Totten (who we made an honorary member of the MSC),
set the place on fire. Emily added a few strikes to her record and Mary was the fastest racer both on the
Slalom and Giant Slalom course, the first time a woman achieved that. Both will be racing for us
again. On a serious note, we are trying to attract more young racers and we hope to add two or three
racers next year who graduated in the last few years.
We are in Lake Placid attending the USCSA (college) championships. Our granddaughter, Emily, one
of our youngest members, is a senior at the College of Idaho and a member of the race team. So far, we
have finished men and women Giant Slalom, women Slalom and men and women skier cross. Very
tough courses for GS and SL, which were both used at the 1980 Olympics. The College of Idaho team
placed 13th, 15th and 8th. In skier cross the men finished 3rd and the Lady Yotes finished in 2nd place.
Tomorrow men GS and Saturday, we finish with a dual
slalom race.
Happy skiing and racing, Maarten Vandermeer.

Far West Ski Association & Bay Area Council
We should feel happy for all our friends who have been up in Canada and enjoying all
the white stuff.
MSC members that missed Banff, be sure to signup for the Far west trip to Steamboat
Springs, February 2-9, 2019. I’ve never been there, but our president, Don Shaver, says
it’s spectacular! So Marsha & I are looking forward to it.
For the new MSC members I’m sure you realize that our beloved club is a club for all
seasons. The BAC also plans trips for all seasons, they have included a dive trip and
many others. So check out their web Site:www.skibac.org.
Gail Burns, the BAC travel Director, is working on a bike & barge trip with details to
follow.
All the other clubs in the BAC welcomes our members to sign up for their activities.
The FWSA 86th Annual convention will be held @ the Atlantis Resort, in Reno, NV.
June 7-10. Since we’re helping along with the Sierra council, we’re looking for
volunteers to help out. We’re trying to win the award for community service and the
deadline to enter is March 24. The Sierra council is putting on the actives before the
convention gets started, but help is needed for resignation, gift bags & other odds &
ends. Get in touch with me or Maarten Vandermeer.
If you want to have a say where the ski industry is going ,this is a great opportunity to
let your voice be heard.
Bill Silveira BAC Rep
(209) 988-5811 or email billlou330@gmail.com

March Trivia
1. Why was the Animal Crackers box designed with a string handle?
2. On what vegetable did an ancient Egyptian place his right hand when taking an oath?
3. How many flowers are in the design stamped on each side of an Oreo cookie?
4. What European nation consumes more spicy Mexican food than any other?
5. What are the two top selling spices in the world?
6. What is the name of the evergreen shrub from which we get capers?

February Trivia Answers: 1. London 2. True) 3. France 1900 4. 1936 5. Walt Disney
6. Canada
Editor Emiley Poisson emileypoisson@gmail.com 209-480-0886

March Birthdays
Eric Kramer
Marlene Hutton
Melissa Farrell
Ron Allen
Ardyth Little
Tammie Vandenburg
Maxine Binn Merriman
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Pat Moody
James Rogowski
Daniel Trozak
Alan D. Slender
Tasha Ball
Marci Boucher
Henry Colombo
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Shrimp/ Wine Dinner at the Lodge

MSC FUN

Current MSC Board
President - Don Shaver
First Vice President / Programs - Ed Ciszek
Second Vice President / Activities - Jim Sylvia
Secretary - Cheryl Harvey
Treasurer - Debra Clover
Lodge Director - Michelle Nightengale
Membership - Allan & Pat Ramsay
Newsletter Editor – Emiley Poisson
Lodge Trustee - Doug Ball
Ski Chairperson - Maarten Vandermeer
BAC Rep - Bill Silveira
Web Master / Public Relations - Murray Breeze
Historian - Rob Orr
Past President - Chuck Hennings
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