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HELLO FELLOW CLUB MEMBERS:
Well, Christmas is over for another year. Its time to take down the lights, deflate the lawn 
ornaments (or at least the ones that aren’t already deflated from numerous bb gun holes), 
wrap up those seasonal decorations, and store those “unique” gifts that you received (but 
wouldn’t be caught dead with) for re-gifting to an unsuspecting soul next year.  Don’t listen 
to the kids who want to leave the tree up until Valentine’s day, take that down too, if you 
can find the directions for taking it apart.  (Does anyone actually buy a real tree anymore? 
Pretty soon we will all have virtual trees projected on our family room wall.)  After all the 

hectic preparations, battling the shoppers at the mall, fighting the holiday traffic, making sure all 
the right presents are purchased and sent off to their proper destinations, and all the countless 
details for the holiday are taken care of, its always good to slow down, relax, and remember 
what the real meaning of Christmas is, what Christmas is really all about-  SKIING!  Yeh!  Why 
do you think we even have a Christmas break to begin with?  Certainly not so you can sit 
around the house and listen to idle conversation!  

The winter storms will be rolling in soon, so it is important to be prepared and be safe.  In 
this regard, I would like to share some of my safe winter driving tips.  Driving in snowy or 
blizzardous conditions does not not need to be unnerving if you follow these simple safety rules.
1.  Be ready to skid- Losing control of your auto in snowy conditions can really ruin your day if 

you don't know what to do, so pay attention.  As soon as you feel the wheels losing traction 
and the tail beginning to swing around in front of you, you should immediately scream an 
appropriate exclamation at the top of your voice.  This will alert the other people in the car to 
the impending event.  Your choice of word can be quite important so think about it in 
advance so that you will be ready. It should be no longer than four letters.  And remember, 
don’t underestimate the value of panic as a motivating force.

2. Carry an emergency kit- You may be stranded in traffic or isolated in the woods for some 
time in the event of an unanticipated accident, so be prepared with your emergency kit. Your 
survival could depend on it.  The proper choice of brandy and extra video games could make 
all the difference in a dire situation.

3. Watch for dangerous conditions- Conditions can change quickly in the mountains so 
always be alert for dangerous weather and road conditions.  Ice can form on the roads when 
the temperature drops.  Black ice can be very difficult to spot, but Italian ice is usually easier 
to see- just look for the stracciatella or tiramisu.

You probably won’t be driving to the 2018 FWSA ski week coming up February 3 in Banff, 
Canada, but it will be an awesome experience.  (There is an excellent article on Banff/Lake 
Louise in the current SKI magazine.) The “Lodge of The Ten Peaks” at Lake Louise is the iconic 
mountain resort, surrounded by towering peaks, and Banff tops the list for quaint scenic alpine 
ski towns.  Of course, if you go to Banff, you have to go to the Grizzly House, featuring fondues 
and hot stone cooking.  You can grill your own meat on a hot stone delivered to your table.  With 
a meat selection that includes shark, alligator, rattlesnake, ostrich, frogs legs, buffalo and 
venison, it is the stuff that stories are made of.  The deadline to sign up for this trip is long past, 
but if you check with Bill Silveira, you might be able to get on the waiting list for cancellations.  If 
you miss this one, you can sign up in March for the 2019 trip going to Steamboat Springs, which 
will rival Banff in every respect!  Don’t miss this great skiing experience.

Hope to see all of your up at the Lodge soon!
Yours in skiing,
Don Shaver, President
theprez.modestoskiclub@gmail.com
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MODESTO SKI CLUB 

LODGE NEWS 

Greetings! Happy New Year to all Members.  

It looks like we are having a late start to winter this season. The weather 
really feels like an extension of fall. The ski resorts that have the ability to 
make snow are trying to make the best of it for sure. The Lodge had some 
use during December, but would have had more use if the snow was 
present. It looks like we will be receiving some snow in the next few days 
during the first part of January. I’m feeling hopeful. 

Please be sure to let me know if you decide to cancel your reservation.  
There is a 24 hour notice in effect and 48 hour notice for Holiday 
Weekends.  If you are a key holder this applies to you as well. Thanks to all 
that try and get their reservations to me by Thursday.  It allows me to have 
the bed list printed and ready to email and fax so members and guests 
know what beds they have been assigned to. 

Be sure to clean up after yourself.  Please try and leave the lodge clean 
and neat as if you would like to find it when you arrive for your stay. 
Please dump trash and run garbage disposal unit before you leave for 
home. If there is any food that can spoil take with you or dispose of. Don’t 
leave perishable foods in the refrigerator. 

Please let me know if the Lodge needs any attention or supplies. I can be 
reached best thru email for reservations: mnighte@aol.com ; you may also 
leave messages on the home answering machine if needed. 209-571-8125 

Thanks! 

Michelle Nightengale, Lodge Chairperson
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     Hi MSC Members!  

HEY  IT’S SNOWING……in Savannah and Charleston….! I guess 
when we wish for snow we need to be more geographically 
specific .We still have Jan ,Feb and March so don’t give up 

hope. 
  

Our first meeting of the year is Jan 9th back at Fuzio’s. Come 
early and grab some dinner and libations before the meeting 

and get to know the new members . 
  

We will be having  a presentation by our own Greg DeBree 
showing pictures of his trip  to Antarctica and I’m sure we will 

see some actual snow ! 
  

And it’s not to early to get signed up for this year’s event 
outings. The Activities Committee has outdone themselves with 
a great variety of things do partake in and as in most 

cases …. 
the More the Merrier!!! 

  

See you on Tuesday, 
 

Yours in MSC Service, 
Ed Ciszek  erciszek@comcast.net   (209) 652-3477 

January 9, 2018  General Meeting at Fuzio’s 
Meeting starts at 7pm     Dinner at 6:30pm Optional

2018 MSC MEETINGS
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MSC  ACTIVITIES 2017

Greetings Fellow MSC Members and Friends 
GELUKKIG NIEUWJARR!! That's Happy New Year in Portuguese, I think?


Well, anyway, it is going to be a great year to be a member of the MSC.  That is for all 
of you that did not find coal in your stocking!   Looking back at 2017, we shared 
many exciting and fun moments with  the year culminating with an 
outstanding Christmas Dinner Dance at Vintage Gardens on December 13th.  This 
year we had 84 members and guests attending the gala, enjoying the dining, dancing 
and participating in this years" Lets Make A Deal".   I would like to give special 
thanks to: Susan Lukito for the pre dinner music;  Kathy & Clarence Teem for the after 
diner dance music; Rachael Sparks for the gift baskets; to all the MSC members that 
brought gifts for the Society for disAbilities Gifts from Santa Party; and to Cheryl 
Kelly


	 With all of that said, FEAR NOT, because 2018 is going to be even better, 
starting with Dodge Ridge Day, Friday, January 26th, hosted by  Garth and Kathy 
Jolliff.  Now for all of you" Nay Sayers" who are reading this and telling yourselves, 
"There is not going to be any snow", Don't worry, I recently talked to Bette Vasquez 
(past weather reporter for KOVR in the '70's). Alongside her sidekick, Harry Martin, 
they had a 92% accuracy on weather reporting without the use of Doppler Radar, 
Heck, they did not even know what a Doppler was. She assured me that there will be 
snow by the 5th.  Impressive!!!. When repeatedly questioning her, what was the 
secret to her insight?  She finally gave up their secret! I was speechless that such an 
old school method of interpretation could rival with all of the technological advances 
at the time and in many cases surpass them with such a high rate of accuracy.   First 
person that tells me what that secret was, gets a day pass to Bear Valley. Sign-ups 
for the Dodge Ridge Day will be available at the January 9th meeting at Fuzios or 
contact me at 209-262-8859.  There will be a nominal charge $5-$10 to cover 
supplies and miscellaneous items.

	 

On Saturday, Feb. 24th, 6pm, Clarence and Kathy Teem will be hosting a Pasta, 
Shrimp and Wine event at the MSC Lodge,  make sure to contact Michelle 
Nightengale since there are limited rooms.  Details to follow and as with all MSC 
functions signups will be available at the monthly meetings or contacting myself or 
the event host.


Below are the 2018 proposed activities of upcoming events.  Please contact me,

Jim 209-262-8859, if you have any questions.


Hope to see everyone soon,

God Bless and may 2018 bring you Peace, Love & Health for you and 

your family.       

Jim Sylvia  2nd V.P.  


drjamesj80@charter.net  209-262-8859
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 Activities   2018

JANUARY 26th:  DODGE RIDGE SKI DAY   Top of Chair 5
Hosted by Garth & Kathy Joliff

kgjoliff@hotmail.com  (209) 614-0558 / (209) 204-3948

FEBRUARY 23-25th:  SHRIMP/WINE DINNER   MSC LODGE           
Hosted by Clarence & Kathy Teem
skino2@officeninja.org (209) 848-2209 / (209) 988-3308 cteem@officeninja.org 

MARCH 22ND:  BEAR VALLEY SKI DAY   BVSKI RESORT
Hosted by Ardyth Little and Judy Hamre

dhracerusa@aol.com (209) 535-5402 / (209) 844-6341 hamrejudy@comcast.net 

APRIL 16th:  G2 GO KART RACING   CENTURY CENTER 
Hosted by Bill Hamre

hamrebill@comcast.net (209) 804-4026

MAY 4-6th:  ASILOMAR WEEKEND   PACIFIC GROVE
Hosted by Jim Sylvia and Natalie Frisk

drjames80@charter.net (209) 262-8859
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JUNE 22nd:  NAPA RIVER CRUISE   NAPA
Hosted by Deb Budding

dbudding@sonic.net (209) 

JULY 21st:  MODESTO SKI CLUB LUAU   OAKDALE
Hosted by Rob Orr and Ron & Pam Allen

robtorr@sbcglobal.net  (209) 402-1956

AUG 5-11th:  HLCAMPING   HUNTING LAKE  Near Fresno
Hosted by Bill & Judy Hamre

hamrebill@comcast.net (209) 804-4026 / (209) 844-6341
hamrejudy@comcast.net

SEPTEMBER 7-9th:  CARMEL BIKE TRIP   CARMEL
Hosted by Cheryl & Pat Kelly

ckelly@pmz.com (209) 204-3816

OCT TBA:  MSC NEW MEMBERSHIP MIXER   MAN CAVE
Hosted by Randy & Denise Cook
drjenkins56@yahoo.com  (209) 988-8044

NOV 3rd:  INDIGENY RESERVE HIKE/BBQ   SONORA
Hosted by Rachel Sparks

kgjoliff@hotmail.com  (209) 614-0558 / (209) 204-3948

DEC 12th:  MSC XMAS DINNER/DANCE   Vintage Gardens
Hosted by: To Be Announced
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December 13, 2017  MSC Christmas Party 
Vintage Gardens





February 10, 2018  Society for disAbilities Crab Feed

Sponsored by Saint Joseph’s Catholic Church


5:30 PM - 9:30 PM

1813 Oakdale Road


Modesto, California  95355


Annual Dodge Ridge Snow Fest  March 3, 2018  It’s never too 
early to contact your Team Members to remind them about the 

Volunteer Snow Ski Program at Dodge and the fundraiser on the 
3rd of March

For More Information Please Contact:

Carolyn Gomes

1129 8th StreetModesto, CA  94354

Wk (209) 524-3536

carolyn@societyfordisacilities.org 

Upcoming Events
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MSC Ski / Race 2017-2018 Season News

It is that time of the year again. Halloween is behind us, so we are looking to the sky for 
clouds to roll in. That might just happen next weekend. All major resorts started making 
snow, so the ski season is near. We are getting ready to put our race team together. The last 
few years our team lost a lot of members. A few due to injuries but several racers decided 
to give up racing. 

So, what are the benefits of joining the race team? Well, there are many. The first, and I 
think the most important one, is the camaraderie at our Lodge on race day and on the race 
course. We meet skiers from all over the Bay and the Reno Lake Tahoe area and end up 
skiing with new friends all the time. The second benefit is your improved skiing ability. By 
forcing yourself to follow the gates you will become a better overall skier. Then we get to 
go to ski major resorts for a discounted ticket price. Last year most tickets were in the $50 
to $60-dollar range, and we went to Mammoth for the finals last year. Great mountain with 
great snow. 

I hope you will give it a try this year. We have levels for every ability, so you always 
compete with racers in your own class. On race day we have three groups; Upper Course, 
Intermediate Course, and Lower Course. We normally start the first group at 10AM, 
second at 11:30AM and the third group around 1PM so there is plenty of time to free-ski. 

The sign-ups start November first 

Go to www.OLRC.org and click on the “racer registration” link.  
Download the liability release form, sign it and turn it in with a check payable to the 

MSC and mail it to me: P.O. Box 1341 Lockeford, CA 95237.

 
The fees are: $125 for adults and $40 for Juniors. If you just want to try it, we welcome 

drop-ins for $30 per race.

For more information contact me at: mavdmeer@comcast.net or at 209-482-2056. 

I am not available for a few races, but Tim Hutton has agreed to help this year. Tim is one 
of the people who always assists the league with sign-ups 
on race day, so I am grateful for his help. 

Your Race Director, Maarten Vandermeer



Race #1: January 13, GS, Sugar Bowl.

Race #2: January 14, SL, Sugar Bowl. 

Race #3: February 24, GS, Alpine Meadows.

Race #4: February 25, SL, Alpine Meadows. 

Race #5: March 10, GS, Squaw Valley. 

Race #6: March 11, GS, Squaw Valley. 

Race #7: March 24, SL, Sugar Bowl. 

Race #8: March 24, SL, Sugar Bowl. 

Championships: April 7 and 8, Mammoth Mountain. 

Race schedule for 2018



Far West Ski Association & Bay Area Council

FWSA 2018 - 86th Annual Convention June 7 -10 in Reno, NV, 
by BAC and Sierra Councils.   The Convention will be at the 
Atlantis Casino.  Team leaders are needed to head up the 
committees for goody bags with items and hospitality.  BAC 
gets a renumeration for BAC club members’ efforts.  FWSA 
also offers several Awards programs, with great prizes to 
winning club members who enter the program(s).  The Safety 
Award is sponsored by Telluride;  the Environmental Award is 
sponsored by Aspen/Snowmass;  the Ski Heritage Award is 
sponsored by Steamboat.  Clubs over 50 fifty years of age 
can enter the Historic Ski Club award process.  Sierra Council 
is handling the optional day activities with plans underway.


Public Affairs:   The FWSA Councils’ Man and Woman of the 
Year program information will be available in January.  BAC 
will host a dinner for club honorees in February at Don Jose’s 
in Castro Valley.  The two BAC winners will go to the FWSA 
Convention and have some lodging and registration costs 
reimbursed to them.  The FWSA winners are sponsored by 
Big White, Canada for a wonder vacation time.


The FWSA 2019 Ski Trip will be to Steamboat Springs, CO



January Trivia
1. January was named after what Roman god?
2. Which recent Kennedy Performing Arts Center recipient was born on January 14, 

1968?
3. Whom and when was the first child born in the White House?
4.  In what year was the first Presidential election held?
5. On January 11, 1999, who won the American Musics Award for best singer, and who 

won for best songwriter?
6. Who won the 87th Australian Women’s Tennis Open?

 Editor  Marsha Silveira    mlousilveira@sbcglobal.net  (209) 605-2383

December Trivia Answers: 1. Charles Alderton, WB Morrison & Co. Old Corner Drug Store, 
Waco, TX   2. 1955, Dec.1 Montgomery, AL  3. Dec. 2, 1697   

4. Smog (severe air pollution)   5. 12-24-1818 in Oberndorf, Austria   6. “Story of the Kelly 
Gang” shown in the Town Hall, Melbourne, Australia

Bill Silveira BAC Rep 
(209) 988-5811 or email billlou330@gmail.com

 2018 FWSA Ski Travel
FWSA Annual Ski Week - Banff, Canada - with Optional Post Trip to 
Jasper    February 3-10, 2018 (Banff) & February 10-13, 2018 (Jasper)

FWSA Iditarod/Alyeska, Alaska    February 25 - March 4, 2018

FWSA International Trip to France
LesTrois Vallees - March 4-11, 2018
Lyon, Beaune & Paris - March11-18, 2018

Last Call for Banff, Canada Trip and or Jasper, WY  Contact Gail Burns 
for more information (650) 255-7883 or gailb3098@gmail.com 
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January Birthdays

Current MSC Board
President - Don Shaver

First Vice President / Programs - Ed Ciszek
Second Vice President / Activities - Jim Sylvia

Secretary - Cheryl Harvey
Treasurer - Debra Clover

Lodge Director - Michelle Nightengale
Membership - Allan & Pat Ramsay
Newsletter Editor - Marsha Silveira

Lodge Trustee - Doug Ball
Ski Chairperson - Maarten Vandermeer

BAC Rep - Bill Silveira
Web Master / Public Relations - Murray Breeze

Historian - Rob Orr
Past President - Chuck Hennings

Sharon Wolinski   05        Jonathan Van Nes       07 
Maarten Vandermeer  08        John Dinges       10 
Jon Hooper    10           Corey Anderson       11        
Bill Hamre    11             Kris Turner       12  
Vida Neilson    14         Rob Orr        14        
Sarah Van Nes   18         Cyndi Heald       20  
Camille Vandermeer  20         Sally Carmody        21        
Susan Lukito    21           Tom Changnon       22 
Robert Martelli   22  Richard Shawkey      23 
Mike Jossi    30  
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