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President’s Message
Hello fellow MSC members,	

!
I keep saying this but, wow, time certainly is flying by this year!  I can hardly 
believe that we’re already into the second half of 2014.  Before we know it, we’ll 
be talking about the holidays and snow forecasts.  Until then, let’s talk about 
Summer!	

 	

Ron and I returned from a fabulous Bahama vacation just a couple of weeks ago.  
If you haven’t gone and you love tropical beaches with fruity drinks, I highly 
recommend it!  We’re now looking forward to a whirlwind of summer activities 
starting with the rafting trip this past Saturday (June 28th).  This event was booked 
solid so look for some pictures and a nice write up in this month’s newsletter.  Of 
course, if you missed out on this event, there are plenty more lined up.  (Hint: 
you have to read the newsletter to find more information on meetings and 
activities.) 	

 	

I missed last month’s meeting but I hear it was another great success.  Thank you 
to the Doornenbal’s for hosting again this year!  Our next general meeting will be 
held at Randy and Denise Cook’s home (aka “The Man Cave”) on July 8th.  
RSVP please!   Remember, your fellow members are volunteering their homes 
for our meetings.  The least we can do to help them plan and prepare is RSVP in 
a timely manner. 	

 	

Finally, the Lodge we all love – we will be celebrating the 40th anniversary of our 
lodge in September.  Until then, remember that Truckee is a great place to go 
during the summer months too.  The last time I checked, there is still plenty of 
room at the Lodge for you and your family to spend some of your summer 
vacation enjoying the Lodge and the activities in and around Truckee.	

 	

I hope to see you at the next general meeting.  Until then, have a Safe and Sane 
July 4th celebration with your family and friends. 	
!!
Sincerely,	

 	


Pam Shelton	

President
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MODESTO SKI CLUB LODGE NEWS 

!
         So happy for the summer season!  It is finally here and with 
it, is the hot weather.  The Lodge is looking great and it has been 
pretty busy with the summer activities that Truckee has to offer. 
North Star is open for downhill biking and the rafting companies 
are floating the Truckee River.  Come up and enjoy the Lodge. 

   The Lodge has one weekend in August that it is reserved by a 
family and not available for general use.  Those dates are August 
7-11.  Try and book your reservations around this weekend.   

     Please let me know if the Lodge is in need of any attention 
while you are staying.  Be sure to turn off lights when not in a 
room and be sure to close the drapes and make sure that all 
windows are locked when you are not at the Lodge or are leaving 
the Lodge for your trip back home.  We don’t want to make it 
easy for anyone to gain access to the Lodge due to an unlocked 
or open window. 

     If you have questions or need to contact me: Home Phone 
209-571-8125 or email is best, mnighte@aol.com. 

!
!
Michelle Nightengale
Lodge Director
!
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MODESTO SKI CLUB SUMMER
MEETINGS FOR 2014

Our second summer meeting takes place Tuesday, 
July 8th at the MAN CAVE!

Hosted by Randy and Denise Cook
5719 Chenault Dr Modesto

PLEASE RSVP  (209) 526-3772
!

6 PM. Randy and Denise will be hosting a BBQ. Please 
bring Salads, Desserts, and your own Beverages, 

Adult or Otherwise.
Please let them know you are coming so that they will 

have an idea how many to expect!
!

SEE YOU ALL JULY 8th!

As of this newsletter, we have no one that has stepped up 
and offered to host our August Summer Meeting!

If you would be willing to host, please drop me an email, 
text or a good old fashion call and let me know you are 

interested. The club would appreciate your generosity and 
hospitality!

THANKS!

BRYAN SPARKS- 1ST V.P.

bryan@sparksrei.com
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2014 MSC Spring-Summer Activities 
  

The July waterski weekend had to be cancelled due to drought conditions; however:  

On July 19 we will be having a Leisurely bicycle ride along the beautiful American River in 
Sacramento, CA.  Our buddy Doug Ball will be heading the group from the Sunrise Access 
Point (Just Past HWY 50 and on the right side of Sunrise Ave by the American River).  Please 
join him and many others and experience the beauty of the American River bike path towards 
Folsom Lake.  The plan is to meet at the Sunrise access point at 10am, where you will ride 
about 8.5 miles then have lunch at the Sutter Creek Grill, at the corner of Sutter and Wool (This 
place is amazing).  This bicycle ride has been proven wonderful for friends and MSC family 
from the least experienced to the semi pro (excluding Roy, LOL).   Bring your bike, bike lock, 
sunscreen, sexy shorts and lunch money and enjoy the company of some of MSC’s finest!  We 
would love to see you there.  Please contact me at 209-613-7098 or Doug at 209-481-2642 for 
questions.   

!
August 23: Norm Azevedo is hosting the annual A’s Baseball outing.  There will be tailgating fun 
and the night will end with a wonderful fireworks display.  See flyer for more information.  We 
want this trip to be a success so please reserve your A’s ticket soon.  If you decide to attend the 
Tailgate Party after you book the seat, that’s ok.  Norm will accept payment for tailgaters 
anytime between now and the game.  Also, advanced parking tickets are $16 and at the gate 
it’s $20.  A’s Baseball parking is still the cheapest in the league.  AND remember to bring a 
chair for the tailgate party. I recommend baseball goers carpool and not use Bart as you may 
miss the fireworks.    

!
September 13: MSC will be celebrating 40 years of success and honoring two of our founding 
members, Cliff and Myrtle Wagoner. If you would like to attend this celebration, please contact 
Michelle to be placed on the room/bed waiting list.  (It is important to note that founding 
members will take reservation priority.)  We will commemorate the event with a plaque followed 
by a potluck BBQ.  The tentative time of the celebration is 2-10pm.  More details to follow. 

!
October 11:  We will be having our annual Lodi Wine and Bike Ride.  Please e-mail me if you 
plan on attending or have suggestions. 

!
November. MSC Annual Chili Cook-off and surprise Cornbread Bonanza, at the “Man Cave”! 
(Randy and Denise Cook’s home).  More details to follow.     

!
Please feel free to email me at:  fotodad04@gmail.com if you have questions.  

Thanks everyone! 

Ron Allen 
2nd VP Activities 
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Rafting the Stanislaus River – June 28, 2014. 
 
We had a wonderful time rafting the Stanislaus River on June 28th.  While most of us have rafted from Knights 
Ferry to Orange Blossom at some point in our lives, this journey was slightly different.  Twenty-six of us started 
at Orange Blossom Recreation area and rafted (or kayaked) to the Oakdale Recreation Area.  The lower section 
of the river is quiet and does not have as many rafters so we were able to enjoy each other’s company and the 
wildlife.  Most of us were treated to the more commonplace hawks, turkey vultures, blue heron and multitudes 
of fish.  But a few of our members reported they saw a river otter.  If you happened to be in the raft with Bill 
Hamre, you were entertained with stories as we passed beautiful waterfront homes and places of interest.   
 
After rafting, we all met up at our home (Pam and Ron’s) for a barbecue.  Ron stayed home from the rafting and 
had the perfectly barbecued tri tip waiting.  Everyone else brought a dish to share.  The food was great and 
fortunately it wasn’t too hot.  You would think that after a day on the river we’d be done with the water.  Not 
so.  At least half of us ended up in the pool and I have the pictures to prove it!   The last guests departed our 
home around 9:00 pm.  All in all, it was a great day of rafting, friends, food and fun.  If everyone’s up for it, Ron 
and I wouldn’t mind hosting again next year!     Submitted by:  Pam Shelton 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vultures hanging out above the river – choosing which one of us to pick off. 
 

Unfortunately, no pictures of my raft (that I know of) as I was the one taking pictures! 

A few happy rafters enjoying dinner under the tent. Proof positive that our members enjoyed the pool. 



 

Saturday, August 23, 2014  
Game time @ 6:05pm.  

$27 seats, regularly $30 
  Bay Area Snow Sports Council, BAC 

                            Presents its Ninth Annual 
          FUND RAISER for  
Disabled Sports USA Far West 
All proceeds over cost go to DSUSAFW 
  Contributions are greatly appreciated 
  FIREWORKS  NIGHT 
Section107R, Field Level,1st base side  

Deadline for purchasing tickets: Aug. 1st  
 
 

BAC Tailgate BBQ for $12  
Raffle Prizes 

4:00 to 5:30 pm 
   BBQ at the north side of the stadium, parking lot A,  

Look for a LARGE BBQ,  
Heffley’s  SUV  with  the  BAC  banner  in  front  of  it 

and a large crowd having a great time. 
 
For club group seating, please send one club check for all club members. 
Make checks payable to Bay Area Snow Sports Council (BAC). Paypal will 
be available. Seating assigned based on when money received by BAC. 
          
      

Supported by: 
 
Contact: Norm Azevedo     
(925) 944-9816, nazevedo@sbcglobal.net      
901 Sousa Dr. Walnut Creek, CA 94597    

 

vs. Los Angeles Angels 



                                                   WHISTLER 2015  

                                                 JAN 31 –FEB 7, 2015                                                        
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
 The FWSA 2015 Ski Week will be in Whistler Canada this coming year. All 
Modesto Ski Club members are invited to join this trip.  Whistler Ski Resort is a 
huge resort encompassing both Blackcomb and Whistler mountains with skiing in 
the trees to skiing Blackcomb Glacier (awesome).  I do not yet have a workable 
trip flyer nor estimated cost for this trip, however, I expect cost to be comparable 
to last year’s Beaver Creek trip.  

    Over 30 MSC club members are already signed up and committed to go, 
having placed a deposit check of $200 in my hands to enable an early signup 
date with BAC. (These are the survivors of the FWSA 2014  Beaver Creek trip). I 
expect this to enable reserving nice condos, conveniently located and grouped 
for our common enjoyment as a club group within the FWSA group.   I expect 
this trip to be very popular, and FWSA lodging will be spread throughout the 
Village.  Skiers committing to this trip need to be aware that these FWSA trips are 
not for the weak!  Skiing must be done each day, ski racing several days, and 
then the scheduled parties each night, will tax your endurance.  There is the 
FWSA Welcome Party, Mountain Picnic, Awards Party, and Farewell Banquet to be 
attended.  Also, the BAC Council Night Dinner Party and our own MSC dinner 
party, plus you will see several great places in the Village to have dinner or spend 
some spare time. I expect there will also be opportunities for additional activities 
such as heli-skiing, cross country skiing and perhaps the zip line will be 
operating. You do not have to ski well, however you do have to enjoy life, and 
enjoy having fun to join this trip. 

    I am now accepting your formal BAC signup form (a $200 check per person, 
with email address) payable to BAC for deposit on April 14.  This deposit is fully 
refundable until July and more details on the trip and cost are published. 

Please send your check to:   Chuck Hennings, at 1779 Doak Blvd,   Ripon Ca. 
95366.  My email address is: chuckhennings@sbcglobal.net.  



Here is your opportunity to go heli-skiing with an 
FWSA organized group trip.                        Chuck

&Q**;*df;*ffitug
Join a Far West Heli-Skiing

with CMH Heli-Skiing

Signature Skiing S-day trip to Revelstoke, BC
March 16-21, 2015

PfiCe: $5,830 (twin occ.-taxes not included) $6,480 (single occ.-taxes not included)

lncludes:. All meals, snacks, and non-alcoholic beverages. All lodge accommodations and use of lodge facilities such as saunas, hot tubs, etc.
(lodging located in town of Revelstoke). Use of specially designed heli-skis and poles

. Use of radio/shoveUprobe/guest pack

. Training in and use of avalanche transceivers. Provides 71,000 feet of skiing of which 49,700 feet guaranteed

Scfiedule.'
Mar. 15, 201S*Fly to Kelowna, BC and stay overnight (not included in price)
Mar. 16-CMH Bus takes you to Revelstoke-ski that aftemoon

(participants may drive directly to Revelstoke-must anive in time for afternoon ski)
Mar. 17-20 -Full days of skiing
Mar. 21-4MH bus takes you back to Kelowna in the morning and you return home

$500 non-refundable deposit due when you reserve your spot

Sign up directly with CTUIH Heli-Skiing:
Fred Noble, noblecmh@aol.com -- cc: Julie Noble, inoblecmh@msn.com.

Reguesf trip # 1*R8135 March 16-21, 2015
and identify yourself as a member of Far West Skf Association

Spaces ga quickly -first come first senred-don't mrcs out!
"The Voice of the Western Skier'

For more information contact:
Nancy Ellis, VP North American Travel

Far West Ski Association
fwsatravel nancy@sbcq lobal. net

530,414.8261 (cell) 530.582.0566 (home)

Must be a member af a Far West Sf,iAssociation affiliated club or FWSA Direct Member

FWSA CST#2036983-40

FOUNDED 1930



July Birthdays 
Jacqui Breltenbucher  02        Jeanne Chaffin McDermott    02 
Gayle Yamamoto   02           Mary Lou Griffin-Culver       04 
Jennifer Nightengale  05           Pamela Basmajian      07        
Nathaniel Battig   07         Don Shaver           07            
Dave Garcez    08            Ames Hanshaw               09 
Sharon Jossis    10         Paula Tucker       10 
Murray Breeze   13         Kathy Eichen       14 
Magdalena Battig   15  Patrick McElligott     22 
James Ambrosavage  27  Michael Tedesco      30 

Current MSC Board!
!

President - Pam Shelton!
First Vice President / Programs - Bryan Sparks!
Second Vice President / Activities - Ron Allen!

Secretary - Veronica Shaver!
Treasurer - Jim Ambrosavage!

Lodge Director - Michelle Nightengale!
Membership - Paula Tucker!

Newsletter Editor - Marsha Silveira!
Race Director - Ed Moody!
Lodge Trustee - Doug Ball!

Ski Chairperson / BAC Rep - Chuck Hennings!
Web Master / Public Relations - Murray Breeze!

Historian - Rob Orr!
Past President - Debra Clover
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